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Jprklsh forces kill 18 Kurdish rebels 

, pn r ARBAKIR (R) — Turkish security forces killed 
U^Kurdish guerrillas in fighting in the southeast of 
the country, over the weekend, military officials said 
-^Sunday- The Kurdish Labour Parry <PKK) rebels 
jullfid one member of the security forces in the clash- 
^t»an of a helicopter-backed offensive through the 
of Sirnak province.thar began on Saturday. 
iSkey’s- anny has stepped up its drive against the 
pJQC-jo recent weeks, seeking to take advantage of 
g^tjal disoider among the guerrillas following the 
Sst'of Their leader Abdullah Ocalan in Italy" last 
rtODth; More than 29,000 people have been killed in 
.34 years of fighting between security forces and the 
PKK, which wants self-rule for mainly-Kurdish 
southeast Turkey. 
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Palestinian named as martyr to Iraq cause 

BAGHDAD ( - R) — Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein on 
Sunday praised a Palestinian who died during Arab 
protests against U.S.-led strikes on Baghdad and 
named him a martyr to the Iraqi cause. "President 
Saddam Hussein ordered to consider .Arab Palestinian 
citizen Mohammad .Ahmad Duwood who fell martyr 
as a result of confrontation with Zionist occupation 
force* during pro- Iraq protests... a* martyr of Unirn A! 
Maarik.“ the- Iraqi News Agency ilNAl said. 1NA also 
quoted member of the ruling Baarh Party Abdul- 
Ghani Abdul Ghafour as saying "the order covers sim- 
ilar cases that take place during pro-Iraq protests and 
activities all over the Arab World. The United Slates 
and Britain launched a campaign of strikes against 
Iraq on Dec. 17 in a dispute over post-GuI? war 
weapons inspections. 
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Regent: Sanctions humanly unacceptable, politically futile 

parliamentarians should take effective steps to end Iraqi suffering’ 

co ndemns strike s against Iraq, calls on Arabs to lift sanctions 

APU decides to send parliamentarians 
to Iraq to ‘assess impact of aggression’ 



- By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Sunday told a meeting of Arab 
.pafc^nentarians demanding 
ffl ehd to UN. economic 
sfajdfobs on Iraq that Jordan 
janatned committed to prin- 
dpfes. r of international legiti- 
naryiwt rejected the idea of 
jagndqg embargoes on any 
tt&L ' 

*^his unfair policy, which is 
dratted against the basic 
njfts of Man’s existence, can- 
rot^ccomplish its objectives; 
firi is qinte unacceptable on 
fariianisric grounds and is 
fiaifefroni a political perspee- 
riv^ the Crown Prince told 
to opening session of a on &• 
day emergency meeting of the 
A nib Parliamentary Union 
(XPCJ) in Amman. 

.The- Regeni, who gave the 
conference's keynote speech, 
also focused on the suffering 
of ordinary Iraqis and said the 
sanctions — imposed cm Iraq 
afiecrii invaded Kuwait in 
Angng:l990 — were not an 
effective tool to enforce the 
cocrensus of the international 
cnmmimtyoo Iraq. 

"The Ir^i people, who have 
safoed a great deal. should 
Dbfibe left without a pro- 
gapme of humanitarian aid 
wfak&secures their needs and 
cm their suffering which is 
fiee fium political objectives," 
Iraki 

As the Crown Prince was 
to leave the hall an Iraqi 
stood up and, refer- 
'mg to a banner 
solidarity 
wft-the Iraqi 
peo^. said foe 

dri^garion did come not to 
Amman' to hear “Arab words 
of sympathy but wanted a 
rated Arab stand a gains t 
Rashfogjon and London." 

In -an apparent response, 
ftipce Hassan told reporters 
®fcade the conference hall 
to the emergency meeting, 
Varied by 16 APU mem- 
^ws^^except for Kuwait 
toij 0 not.be held hostage to 
emotions. 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Sunday 
delivers the opening speech at a one-day emergency 
meeting of the Arab Parliamentary Union held in 
Amman (photo by Youssef ’A1 Allan) 


“The conference is not 
meant to be governed by emo- 
tions, rather, it is held ru the 
level of Arab states and their 
elected institutions... to reflea 
the will of the Arab people and 
to take effective steps to end 


Prince Hassan reiterated 
Jordan’s opposition to any 
plans to divide Iraq and 
stressed the right for all Iraqis 
to enjoy freedom, equality and 
justice. 

•'In order to avoid the recur- 


Full text of Regent’s speech on page 7 


the suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple," he said 

“We hope that the confer- 
ence does not miss another 
opportunity to take effective 
measures to help the Iraqis 
and their interests because of 
emotions." Prince Hassan 
said. 

Before delivering his 
speech. Prince Hassan asked 
the audience to recite A1 Fati- 
hah on Arab and Muslim mar- 
tyrs. 


rence of the tragedy of Iraq. 
we should reject any call or 
plan to divide or partition Iraq 
on geographical or ethnic 
grounds," he said. 

Jordan also "rejected the 
establishment of any state in 
the north of Iraq or elsewhere 
based oa race or religion, 
because we do not approve of 
the Balkanisation of the 
region" 

1 Continued on page 12) 


By Caroline Faraj 

AMMAN — Arab parlia- 
mentarians on Sunday 
strongly condemned the four- 
day U.S.-British bombard- 
ment of Iraq, and called on 
their governments to work for 
the lifting of UN. sanctions 
imposed on that country 
since its invasion of Kuwait 
1990. 

Delegates from 16 mem- 
bers of the Arab Parliamen- 
tary Union l APU) demanded 
the U.N. Security Council 
should ensure that such mili- 
tary action will not happen 
again. 

They also decided to send 
an Arab parliamentary dele- 
gation to Iraq to “declare its 
support for the country and 
assess the impact of the U.S.- 
British aggression." 

The one-day emergency 
meeting of the APU. which 
was opened by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, focused on 
the human dimension of the 
Iraqi crisis, and its affect on 
the stability of the region. 

Earlier in the session, Iraq’s 
Parliament Speaker Saadoun 
Haramadi said that Arab 
countries should come to the 
rescue of Iraq by ending their 
compliance with UN. sanc- 
tions. 

“We don't Deed sympathy 
or humanitarian assistance." 
he said. "All what we want is 
a unified Arab stand towards 
lifting the sanctions that are 
imposed on Iraq.” 

“Talk about the siege on 
Iraq should be a practical talk. 
The important step is that 
Arab countries lift the embar- 
go and avoid rhetoric thai 
leads nowhere." he added. 

Hammadi also objected to a 
banner on the hall of the 
meeting which reads, “APU 


support the Iraqi people.” 

"There is no difference 
between Iraq and its people, 
he said.” Therefore, we reject 
the foreign media differenti- 
ating between Iraq and its 
people," said Hammadi. 

He pointed out that pro-Iraq 
demonstrations in the Arab 
World were "a clear witness 
that the Arab people support 
Iraq," but at the same he 
regretted the fact that none of 
the parliamentarians con- 
demned the U.S.-UK aggres- 
sion in their opening speech- 
es. 

In mostly emotional 
speeches. Arab parliamentari- 
ans condemned the four-day 
strikes on Iraq saying they 
jeopardised regional peace 
and increased the hardship on 
the Iraqi people reeling under 
the impact of the eight-vear- 
old sanctions. 

“The aggression on Iraq 
represents a dangerous policy 
which is ugainsr international 
law and regional and interna- 
tional security," Faihi Srour. 
the head of the APU and 
speaker of Egypt's parlia- 
ment told the gathering. 

The APU emergency meet- 
ing was hastily convened ar 
the request of Jordan's Lower 
House of Parliament to rally 
popular support for Iraq in the 
wake of widespread popular 
Arab frustration across the 
region against this month's 
strikes on Baghdad. 

Thousands of demonstra- 
tore in Arab capitals like 
Damascus. Amman. Cairo 
and Rabat spilled out into the 
streets to express fury over 
the attacks. 

Despite the popular Arab 
frustration at the air strikes, 
all Arab governments have so 
far adhered to the sanctions. 

(Continued on page 12) 



Deputies from the United Arab Emirates recite surat A1 Fatiha at the opening cere- 
mony of an emergency session of the Arab Parliamentary Union in Amman on Sun- 
day (Reuters photo) 


APU resolutions 


FOLLOWING ARE the main resolutions 
made by the Arab Parliamentary Union 
during its one-day emergency session on 
Sunday: 

— The .APU strongly condemns the U.S.- 
British aggression on Iraq and calls on the 
U.N. Security Council to ensure chat such 
aggression is not repeated. It also supports 
the right of Iraq to claim compensation for 
financial and human losses. 

— The APU expresses full solidarity with 
the unit); independence and sovereignty 
of Iraq and voices total rejection of all 
forms of regional and international inter- 
vention in Its internal affairs. 

— It calls on Arab governments to work 
towards lifting the embargo on Iraq and 
putting an end to the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 

— The APU calls on Arab parliaments to 


urge their governments to lift the embargo 
on Iraq. 

— The APU calls for abolishing the no- 
fly-zones in southern and northern Iraq, 
noting that the decision to establish such 
no-fly zones has no legal grounds, and is 
not based on any U.N. resolution. More- 
over, it constitutes an infringement of the 
Iraqi sovereignty and poses a threat to the 
country’s territorial integrity. 

— It calls for the convening of an urgent 
Arab summit to adopt the necessary deci- 
sions to support Iraq and to study the lat- 
est developments in the Arab World and 
the threats to pan-Arab security. 

— The APU decides to send an Arab par- 
liamentary delegation to Baghdad in a 
show of solidarity with Iraq. 

— The APU hails the Jordanian parlia- 
ment’s decision to lift the embargo on 
Iraq. 


Netanyahu critic drops out, 

Likud lawmaker announces bid 

• * - 

Sharon backs Netanyahu 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Hawkish Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ariel Sharon announced on Sunday that he would nor 
stand for the premiership, putting an end to speculation 
that he would challenge incumbent Benyamm Netanyahu 
for the support of the right-wing Likud party. "I do not 
want to be prime minister... and I call for unity behind 
Benyamin Neumvahu” Sharon told the Likud central 
committee. Netaiivahu could be criticised for his han- 
dling of certain matters but remained “the only one capa- 
ble of winning the elections." Sharon told party delegates 
to prolonged applause. Around 1,000 members of the 
central committee gathered here to set a date for party 
orimaries after MPs voted Monday to bring forward elec- 
tions not due before November 2000- Delegates voted to 
hold a first round of voting on Jan. _5 and, if necessary, 
a second round run-off on Feb. 8 . 


MaVIV.(AP) — Prime 
. Benyamin 
%®yabu cm Sunday cleared 
Jnfcjor'political hurdle in his 
^forre-dection when a top 
jftygder within the Likud 
*^dropped our of the race. 
J^eyer, a challenge to 
i’-s leadership from 
i announced by Uzi 
55, chairman of the 
Knesset foreign 
and defence co m mi t- 





to unseal 
and the 
critic in Likud 
having the best 
Jerusalem Mayer 
.. — , took himself 
°^lSbrace Sunday. 

a hawk who has 
for building 
. Ghnom setflment 
^Aab east Jerusalem, was 
Sffipwy member with 
rjTOjtainre and following 
have a fighting 
against Netanyahu. 

** Qlmertreported- 
.deciaon to bow' 

. .^>_~4ing-to enlist the 

of Defence Minister 
^^-Mordechaj who is 
among 


the 

- .or Jews from 
t countries, 
serious cfaal- 
^ so;' for.; strengthened 
to again 



te the party's candidate for 
re-election. 

The announcements came 
in advance of the Likud cen- 
tral committee meeting later 
Sunday. The pane! was to set 
the stage for selecting a party 
leader and begin the pn»e» 
of choosing the a list of candi- 
dates for the Knesset. 

The Ukud candidate * 
expected to face Labour Party 
leader Ehud Barak in elec- 
tions. the date for which is 
expected to be set by pay- 
ment soon. But there are also 
several candidates forming 
centrist parties that could 
complicate the picture. 


Landau represents the right 
wing within Likud dial has 
been dismayed by 
Netanyahu's flip-flops oa pol- 
icy issues and political 
manoeuvring designed to 
keep his six-party' coalition in 
power. 

“Likud has become the 
party of the moment with a 
leader who changes course 
according to the direction of 
the wind. Such victory is not a 
uenurne \iclocy," Landau rold 
a Tel Aviv press conference 
where he announced his can- 
didacy. 

{Continued on page 12) 


Iraq threatening to expel U.N. humanitarian aid workers 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq 
increased the pressure in iis 
confrontation with die United 
Nations Sunday, saying it 
would reject an extension of a 
UN. -monitored programme 
thar feeds civilians and order 
aid monitors to leave. 

Iraqi Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh did 
not say when Baghdad would 
ask the UN. staff to depart. 
The latest phase of the UN- 
approved oil-for-food deal 
expires at die end of April. 

Tlie tough talk came only a 
day after Iraq said ir would fire 
on U.S. and British warplanes 


patrolling a no-fly zone 
imposed after die 1991 Gulf 
war. 

It also come shortly before a 
group of Arab legislators meet- 
ing in Amman strongly con- 
demned Iasi week’s U.S.- 
British attacks as “unjust 
aggression" on Iraq. They also 
called on their governments lo 
work on the lifting of the U.N. 
trade embargo which has crip- 
pled the country's economy. 

The oil-for-food deal brings 
crucial supplies such as flour, 
lentils, rice sugar and medicine 
to families suffering under 
eight-years of U.N. sanctions. 


It is unlikely that Iraq would 
cancel the deal without an eas- 
ing of the embargo. 

Iraq, however, has long 
feared that die humanitarian 
programme is eroding support 
tor an easing of the sanctions 
on humanitarian grounds. 

“Iraq refuses the continua- 
tion of this project and 
demands the lifting of sanc- 
tions,” Saleh said. “This means 
die caster of U.N. teams which 
.supervise if 

About 400 UN. workers 
monitor the oil-for-food deal to 
ensure that the Iraqi govern- 
ment does not divert anv of die 


money or aid and use it for its 
own purposes. The deal began 
in December 1996. 

The latest six-month phase 
allows Iraq to sell S5J2 billion 
in oil to buy needed supplies. 
About 3 per cent of thar money 
is used to pay the humanitarian 
aid monitors, the expenses 
needed to administer the pro- 
gramme and to fund the work 
of weapons inspectors in Iraq. 
Another 30 per cent goes to 
compensate victims of Iraq's 
1990 invasion of Kuwait and 
the subsequent Gulf war. 

“Iraq Is bearing huge expens- 
es which it pays' to these [U.N.l 


personnel and they do nothing 
apart from verifying that the 
imports have readied Iraqi 
pons.” Saleh said in an inter- 
view with Associated Press 
Television News. 

The United Slates and 
Britain began four days of pun- 
ishing air strikes on Dec. 16 
after the weapons inspectors 
released a report saying that 
Baghdad was blocking their 
work. 

Iraq has said it nil] not allow 
the UN. arms monitors to 
resume their work. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Saudi Arabia reportedly lobbies for postponement 
of Arab League foreign ministers meeting on Iraq 

meetings about this month’s 
U.S. and British military 
strikes against Baghdad 
A Yemeni official said Sahaf 
was scheduled to deliver a 
message from President Sad- 
dam Hussein to his Yemeni 
counterpart Alt Abdullah 
Saleh. "He [Sahaf] was due to 
meet President Saleh to deliver 
a message from President Sad- 
dam Hussein." the official told 
Reuters. 

Sahhaf was on his way to 
Cairo for Wednesday’s meet- 
ing of Arab foreign ministers. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Agencies 

SAUDI ARABIA is lobbying 
to postpone this week’s emer- 
gency meeting of Arab foreign 
ministers scheduled to discuss 
the showdown between the 
United Stales and Iraq, Arab 
diplomats said Sunday. 

The meeting, due to be held 
Wednesday in the Egyptian 
capital, Cairo, was called by 
Arab League Secreiajy-Gen- 
eral Esmat Abdul Meguid in 
the wake of last week's U.S.- 
British military attacks on Iraq. 

Abdul Meguid said Sunday 
that 14 out of the 22 Arab for- 


eign ministers have accepted 
his invitation lo attend the 
meeting. 

His diplomatic initiative fol- 
lowed a call by Yemen's Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh for an 
Arab summit to forge a united 
Arab position after the air 
attacks. 

But Arab diplomats, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said Saudi Arabia sent its chief 
diplomat. Prince Saud A1 
FaisaL, to Cairo Sunday to ask 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak to back its demand 
for putting off the meeting 
until the end of the Muslim 


Holy Month Ramadan in rnid- 
Januaiy. 

Egyptian officials would not 
confirm that the Saudi envoy 
visited Egypt 

Iraq wants the Cairo meeting 
to back its demand for the lift- 
ing of the crippling UN. eco- 
nomic sanctions which were 
imposed after Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait in 1990. 

Saudi Arabia is apparently 
worried that the Arab states 
may give Iraq the much need- 
ed backing in its confrontation 
with the United Stales and 
Britain. Egypt's influential A1 
Ahram newspaper reported 


Sunday that the Gulf states of 
Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates, Saudi Arabia’s 
allies, will send their foreign 
ministers to the meeting in 
Cairo, for the meeting. 

Also on Sunday, Iraq sub- 
mitted a draft resolution ro a 
meeting of Arab legislators in 
Jordan uiging .Arab nations to 
ignore the UN. sanctions on 
Iraq and demanding that all 
foreign troops be pulled out of 
the Gulf. 

Meanwhile, Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Saeed 
AI Sahhaf arrived in Yemen on 
Sunday amid a flurry of Arab 
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Israeli ultra-Orthodox MPs accuse 
secular activists of anti-Semitism 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Ultra- 
Orthodox members of the 
Israeli parliament accused 
secular activists Sunday of 
fostering anti-Semitism in 
their campaign to end 
exemption from military 
service for religious Jews 
and vowed legal action. 

Ultra-Orthodox MPs have 
been particularly incensed 
by a poster campaign by a 
group known as Free 
Nation which dubbed reli- 
gious Jews exempted from 
military service as 
“evaders.” 

A postcard distributed by 
the group features a picture 
of two soldiers overlooking 
a cemetery and bears the 
legend: “This year 22 sol- 
diers were killed in 
Lebanon and none of the 


ultra-Orthodox evaders 
were killed while studying 
the Torah [the Jewish holy 
scriptures]” 

“This is pure anti-Semi- 
tism.” Yitzhak Cohen, an 
MP from the ultra-Ortho- 
dox Sbas party, told the 
Hebrew daily Yediot 
AharonoL 

“This reminds me of what 
an entire nation did. using a 
similar technique, to pre- 
pare the grounds for the 
elimination of six million 
Jews in the Holocaust" 

Cohen lost a brother in 
one of Israel’s ware and 
vowed to sue the group for 
slander and incitement to 
violence over the slur on 
the country’s ultra-Ortho- 
dox community. 

“Having lost a brother 


who gave his blood for the 
nation, I decided to prose- 
cute Free Nation. 1 will see 
them in court” he said. 

But Free Nation’s secre- 
tary-general, Amon Yaku- 
tieli, insisted that the 
group’s campaign was not 
directed against those who 
fulfil their obligations to the 
state. 

“We are not talking about 
the entire ultra-Orthodox 
community, but about those 
who only take from the 
stare and don’t give” said 
Yakutieli. 

“It’s time we exposed the 
facts about the ultra-Ortho- 
dox population. We serve in 
the army, we have to pay 
our own university fees etc. 
We are campaigning to sep- 
arate religion from funds," 


he said. 

Around 30.000 ultra- 
Orthodox currently enjoy 
exemption from military 
service to pursue state-sub- 
sidised study of the Torah. 

The exemptions are 
accorded under a “status 
quo” understanding 

reached between the state 
and religious authorities 
shortly after the creation of 
Israel in 1948. 

Initially the practice 
involved just a few hundred 
men. but in recent years the 
figure has reached about 

3.000 potential recruits a 
year. 

And since seminary stud- 
ies can last a lifetime for the 
most religious, the exemp- 
tions currently affect some 

30.000 men. 


The exemptions 
long irritated Israel’s secu- 
lar majority but their frus- 
tration has grown sharply in 
recent years as ultra-Ortho- 
dox political parties have 
entered national and local 
governments and funnelled 
increasing amounts of pub- 
lic money into their reli- 
gious and social institu- 
tions. 

Earlier this month Israel's 
supreme court ruled that the 
exemptions were illegal and 
gave parliament one year to 
codify the practice. 

An attempt by the opposi- 
tion Labour Party in July to 
pass legislation ending the 
exemptions was defeated 
by the ruling coalition of 
Rime Minister Benyamin 
Netanvahu. 



Crown Prince hosts iftar: His Royal Highness Crown Prince. __ 
Regent, Sunday hosted an iftar banquet for dignitaries from the go veradratts of 
Irbid. Jerash, Ajlonn and Mafraq at the Jordan University of Science 
nology. Attending the banquet were Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh, Royal ffe. 
Iv members. His Majesty King Hussein's advisers, governors of Irbid. Jerash, 
Ajlonn and Mafraq. The Regent and the audience also performed the magtarefe 
prayers (Petra photo) “ 


Arab states face serious water crunch in future 


By Kin da Jayoush 

Reuters 

BEIRUT — Arab countries will 
grapple with serious water short- 
ages in the coming two decades, a 
United Nations official said in an 
interview. 

“The region is heading for a 
period of increased serious 
demand on water during the next 
20 to 25 years,” said Omar 
Touqan, officer in charge of ener- 
gy and natural resources at the 
U.N. Economic and Social Com- 
mission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA). 

“Water reservoirs will not meet 
requirements and it will be neces- 
sary to find new water resources. 
This issue has raised concerns all 
over the region,” he told Reuters. 

According to statistics used by 
ESCWA, demand for water for 
domestic, industrial and agricul- 


tural purposes is expected to rise 
to about 228 billion cubic metres 
(bcm) in 2025 from 170 bcm 
forecast in 2000. Demand stood 
at 140.4 bcm in 1990. 

The ESCWA region, which 
comprises 13 countries from 
Egypt to the Gulf excluding 
Israel, has an arid to semi-aria 
climate. 

Touqan said high population 
growth, the need for increased 
food production and industrial 
development were the main rea- 
sons for the rise in demand for 
water. 

“Food production and popula- 
tion increase will eventually 
result in the full utilisation of sur- 
face water in countries such as 
Iraq, Lebanon and Syria and die 
depletion of groundwater 
reserves in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council [GCC] countries and 
Yemen” 


The region, where many coun- 
tries still depend on seasonal rain- 
fall' to irrigate products vital to 
their economies, suffered in 1988 
from drought and expects a simi- 
lar dry spell in 1999.. 

In 1997, Iraq was the richest in 
surface water with 60.85 bcm. 
followed by Egypt with 55.50 
bcm and Syria at 16.38 bcm. 

Total surface water in ESCWA 
countries was 142-6 bcm while 
consumption was 147 bcm in 
1997. Consumption included 
ground and desalinated waters. 

The region’s population more 
than doubled from 1970 to 1997 
to 151 million and is projected to 
reach 233 milli on in 2015. 

Touqan said countries of the 
region had resorted to water 
desalination. recycling of 
drainage and drilling for ground- 
water to slake their increasing 
demand. 


“Saudi Arabia is one of the 
countries that depend on water 
desalination, but that is an expen- 
sive option for countries other 
than the oil-rich GCC states.” 

The ESCWA region is the world 
leader in desalination of sea and 
brackish water, with output 
reaching 1.86 bcm in 1997. most 
of it in GCC countries, compared 
with 2.1 bcm in the entire Arab 
World, he said. 

Saudi Arabia ranked first 
among the region's countries with 
795 bcm desalinated in 1997. 
Syria topped the list of those 
reusing drainage and wastewater 
when it recycled 1.45 bcm in 
1997. 

Water shortages will have a 
serious impact on social and eco- 
nomic development and ESCWA 
states should start adopting mea- 
sures to solve the looming crisis, 
Touqan said. 


“Jordan is one of the countries 
where not everyone has a 24-hour 
water supply .” he said. 

Jordan is evaluating plans for 
the desalination of brackish 
groundwater with capacities of 
five mem and 40 mem to be pro- 
duced by the years 2005 and 2020 
respectively. Its surface water was 
475 mcm in 1997. 

Stales in the region, he said, 
should rehabilitate the water 
infrastructure to reduce leakage, 
plan desalination and effective 
pricing policies, and use water- 
saving technology to alleviate the 
shortages. 

“Rational use of water in all 
sectors, especially agriculture, is 
a priority that must be addressed 
immediately in order to reduce 
the gap between supply and 
demand in the future.” 


Tribesmen block workers from 
going to oil fields in Yemen 


SANAA (API — 
Tribesman on Sunday pre- 
vented workers from 
repairing a damaged oil 
pipeline that they blew up 
two days earlier in north- 
eastern Yemen, tribal 
leaders said. 

Armed men asked a group 
of technicians working for 
the American Hunt Oil 
Co. not to repair the 
pipeline in the Marib 
province, 170 kilometres 
northeast of the capital, 
Sanaa, said the tribal lead- 
ers. speaking on custom- 
ary condition of anonymi- 
ty. They said the tribes- 
men did not use force. 
Tribesmen, who have 
been demanding that the 
government give them a 
percentage of the oil prof- 


its. also blocked labourers 
from heading to work in 
other oil fields in the 
Marib province. 

The official A1 Ayam 
newspaper reported Sun- 
day that tribesmen blew 
up the Hunt oil pipeline 
Friday and tribal leaders 
said fire was still raging 
Sunday. Hunt officials 
could not be immediately 
reached to give an assess- 
ment of the damage. 

A similar explosion in the 
past resulted in a loss of 
1,500 barrels of oil a day. 
Friday's blast was the lat- 
est attack on oil and gas 
pipelines since June when 
tribesmen and city resi- 
dents protested a 40 per 
cent rise in the price gaso- 
line, kerosene and cook- 


ing gas to meet demands 
by the International Mon- 
etary Fund. 

Tribesmen are also 
demanding that the gov- 
ernment build power 
plants and a water distrib- 
ution system in their 
region. 

Large parts of Yemen are 
lawless, inhabited by 
tribes who do not hesitate 
to use firearms to settle 
scores with rivals or to 
express discontent with 
the government. 

Hunt Oil Company’s oil 
field concession in Marib 
produces 165,000 barrels 
per day. The company 
employs 1,300 Yemeni 
staff in addition to 30 for- 
eign workers. 


Turkish PM-designate due to 
start talks on new government 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey's 
prime minister-designate, 
YalimErez, begins a round of 
meetings Monday to assess his 
chances of forming a new 
coalition government, his staff 
said Sunday. 

Turkey has been without a 
government since parliament 
toppled Rime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz on Nov. 25 for alleged 
links with organised crime. 

President Suleyman Demirel 
asked Erez to form a govern- 
ment after previous attempts 
failed. 

Erez, 54, minister of industry 
and commerce, was expected 
to meet Recai Kutan. leader of 
the Virtue Party, an Islamist 
group that holds the most seats 
in the 550-member parliament 
and was also holding talks with 
Yflrnaz, outgoing premier and 
leader of the Motherland Party. 


Erez, an independent politi- 
cian not linked to any of the 
parties, was also expected to 
meet Bulent Ecevit leader of 
the Democratic Left Party 
(DSP), who has already foiled 
to form a new administration. 

Erez wfl] be attempting to 
form the 56th government in 
the 75-year history of the Turk- 
ish Republic, and rite fourth 
since elections in 1995. 

The premier-designate has 
also asked to meet former pre- 
mier Tansu Oiler who leads 
the conservative True Path 
Party fDYP), but no date has 
yet been fixed for the meeting. 

However Oiler has said she 
is opposed to a government: 
formed by Erez, an old rival 
and is understood to want the 
job of prime minister again 
herself. 

Ciller and Erez have had bad 


relations in the past. Although 
elected to pariiament on DYP’s 
ticket in December 1995, Erez 
quit the party in 1997 after 
feuding whit Qllet who previ- 
ously served as Tbrkey’s first 
woman prime minister: 

Neither Virtue nor the 
Republican Populist Party have 
announced whether they 
would back Erez’s bid. But he 
has already earned tacit sup- 
port from Yilmaz, and Ecevit 
has also said his party ‘“win not 
complicate Erez’s task.” 

On Tuesday, Erez will also 
meet the leader of the leftist 
Republican Populist Party, 
Deniz Baykal 

If a government is not 
formed by Jan. 10, President 
Demirel under Turkish law, 
can form an interim govern- 
ment until legislative elections 
are held on April IS. 



Zeroual calls for fair poll competition^ 

ALGIERS (R) — Algerian President Liamine Zerwial on 
Sunday urged his country’s politicians to play fair rnjhe 
presidential election planned for April. “1 renew, ray 
appeal to political parties to contribute to ensuring a fair 
competition between all candidates for the presidcntul 
election,” said Zeroual addressing a gathering by judgbs 
and government officials to mark the beginning ofthe 
judiciary year. He also called for respect of the judiciary 
independence to guarantee a strong state of law.. “A state 
of law is die foundation of a democratic society,” he sail 
His remarks were broadcast by state-run radio. 

S. Arabia denies it tried to kill Ben Laden 

RIYADH (AP) — Saudi Arabia on Sunday denied 
reports that a senior government official had plotted to 
assassinate Saudi dissident Osama Ben Laden. “These 
accusations are false and have no basis in reality," the 
Saudi Press Agency quoted an official as saying/ TJe 
official's name was not given. Ben Laden accused tie 
governor of the Saudi capital of Riyadh, Prince Salmiffl 
Ben Abdul Aziz, of plotting his assassination, the inde- 
pendent Pakistani newspaper The News reported Satur- 
day. Ben Laden said the governor offered about $267,000 
for His death, according to the English-language newsgfj 
per. v 

Official criticises judiciary over beatings^. 

TEHRAN (R) — An Iranian official criticised the, ebon- 
try’s conservative judiciary on Sunday for foiling to. try 
suspects being held on charges of attacking two members 
of President Mohammad Khatami's govemmenv^e 
Iranian news agency IRNA quoted Ashraf Borujerdi, h 
charge of women’s affairs at the interior minisoy, assay- 
ing that suspects accused of beating up Culture ail 
Islamic Guidance Minister Ataollah Mohajerani and 
assaulting Vice-President Abdullah Nouri had been bdd 
since September. “Although the assailants have, been 
identified and arrested... no verdict has heeB/issiMl 
against them yet,” IRNA quoted Borujerdi as fclfifig a 
women’s gathering in Tehran . 

‘Saddam Man of All Years’ — weekly: -. 

BAGHDAD (AP) — An Iraqi weekly on Sunday nmned I 
President Saddam Hussein Man of All Years because of his ; 
courage and popularity among the Iraqi people. “Healaoe-- 
and nobody else lives in our hearts and symbolises our dig- 
nity and pride,” said A1 Musawir Al Arabi weekly in afkont- 
page editorial. A picture of Saddam, wearing a cowboy-J^ 
and holding an AK-47 assault rifle, appeared next to thefdfc 
toriaL “Who has the courage to keep the whole woridbusyT 
said the editorial adding that Saddam enjoyed ‘‘patieuceand | 
forgiveness” and “does not fear but the creator.” : ; . .. 
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I JORDAN TELEVISION 

! Tel. 47731 1 J -19 

i PROGRAMME TWO 

I 

j 15:10 Cartoon — Batman 

i 15:30 Children drama — David 
j Copper Held 

: 16:00 Des Chiffres El Des Letters 

] 16:30 Ch. 2 links with Ch. I 

17:00 Thalassa 

18:15 Omar Ben Abdul Aziz 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Words of Wisdom 

19 JO News headlines 

19:33 .The Parenthood 

20:00 ...Doc. - Islarak HentaeeattiArt 

20:30 ....Drama - Big Sky 

21:30 .Encounter 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 -....Drama - The Fix 

23 JO Comedy - Perfect Stranger 
23:59 -...End ofT.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 




■. C ,- ' 


daily guide and calendar 


' 05:07.... 

) HA- 30 


1 11-37.... 


i 14:21 — 

-...-‘Asr 

j 16:44 .... 

.Maghreb 

; 18:07.... 

‘Isha 


; CHURCHES 

I 

| Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
I Swctfieh, Tel. 5920740 
j Assemblies of- God Church TeL 
• 4632785 

j St, Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
j Terra Sancta Church TeL 

• 4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 


4624853/462481 1. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SSI 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 

fieh TeL 5920146 

The Uniate Catholic Church 

TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish m 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TU. 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to drop 
slightly, clouds appearing at dif- 
ferent altitudes, and skies cloudy 


to partly cloudy. Scattered show- 
ers are expected in the afternoon 
and winds southeasterly moder- 
ate. In Aqaba, sides will be part- 
ly cloudy, rainy, winds northerly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


Radio Jordan. 


AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 Authority 

Al Salaxn Pharmacy ..4636730 

Mayadah Pharmacy 5537004 

RnknAlDawa Pharmacy .-5536169 


..4774111 

-5680100 


J. Electricity Authority — 5835615 
Electric Power Co 46363S1 


MmJMax. temp. 

...—04/13 

Aqaba 

03/14 


09/19 

.Iordan VaBev 

. ...10/19 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 16 Aqaba 20 Humidity 

readings: Amman 39 
Aqaba 50 percent 

per cent. 

Following are the temperatures 
expected today in the following 

areas: 


Ajloun - 

03/09 

Jerash 

—-.05/15 

ItaiQayi? 

-...05/15 

Madaha 

04/13 

Petra 

—0514 

Dead Sea 

—10/21 

USEFUL 


TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

.5827195 

Dc SaidTawfiq 

-4788285 


IRBID: 

Dr. AtiShaqaui -..{02)7100069 

Fou'ad Pharmacy ...(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Saffarini .....(09917565 
Palestine Piiarmacy....(09)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 4637111 

Ovil Defence Department —5661 ! 11 
Gvil Defence Immediate Rescue 

-4630341 

CM Defence Emagency- 199 

fescue Pblke- 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade.— -4617101 

Blood Bank 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police^ 4896390 


RJ Flight Information 44-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport — 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Hean and Spe- 
cial Surgery 592 1 1 99 

The Islamic, Abdti 36661MH 

Hussein Medical Cemre. 5856856 

Luznala 4630195 


IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02.1710283], (02)710201 1 

Speciality Hospital ..(02)7103100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)2014111 


Khali di Maternity... 
AkiJeh Maternity 


Public Security Dept— —4630321 

Had Complaints 5605S00 

Price Ccmpbims 5661176 

Waer & Seswrage Chnqfeints .-.4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 
assistance) 121 


Overseas Calls 


-0132 


DE Etonna Mansour....— 1 4750197 

Dr. AfifSbnkri -4898863 


Central Amman Telephone Repairs 

4623101 

AbdaliTeL Repairs- — ..-5661 101 

Jordan Television 47731 1 1 


—4644281 J6 
— 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas, 1. Amman. 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisanj ——5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital .5607550 

University Hospital —.—5353444 
Al-Muasher Hospital -.5667227/9 

Ai-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhtyreen ~ 4777101/3 

AJ-Bashin 4775111/26 

Aimy, Marta .4891611/15 

Queen AfiaHo^atal 5157100 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

Al Amal CaroerCentre .,.-5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zanja Govt Hospital.. — (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital -(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital- 409)98673 1 

Al HDona Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied bv 
Royal Jordanian iRJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200-5, where it should 
always be verged. Information on 
other flights can be supplied mi 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be supplied 
an phone 487520/ -5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Ffights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

0830 Damascus (RJ) 

Q&35 - Jeddah (RJ) 

(NfeSO .—.Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
0930 ....... — —New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 -Beirut (RJ) 

1&2B ....Cairo (RJ) 


16:25 —London (RJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:05 -Kuwait (.RJ) 

18:35 . — Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

1*45 -Rome (add) tRD 

20**30 — Bangkok, Shariqah (RJ) 

00:15 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

03:00 ..Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur (RJj 

Other Ffights 

08:20 .Alexandria (BA) 

0900 - Cairo (MS) 

10; W Khartoum (SD) 

13:20 — .... — .Bahrain (GF) 

14:45 Doha(QR) 

15:05 — — Vienna (OS) 

15:25 —Dubai, Abu Dhabi (EKi 

17:50 Istanbul (SD) 

18:40 Beirut (ME) 

19:1s Frankfort (LIT) 

22:25 -Tel Aviv (LY) 

AmsienJain(XL) 

01:25 Athens 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(RW) “ Aqata,airivil IS al QAlA) 

10:10 Aqaba (arriving ^ Marta 
Airport.) (RW) 

16:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marta 
Airport) (RW) 

10:50 Aqaba (arriving at Marta 
Airpon) (RW) 

(RW) ^ (3lriVing 81 QAIA1 
0kJ5 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 


DEPARTURES- j 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights j 

06:30 -Bdna(RJ)j 

10 JO --.J 3 rankfort; L^^'(W)! 
11:00 Amsterdam. Chicago (RD[ 

11:15 Rome ja&Bff fll 

12:05 -UfovraffflU); 

.12:30 GnrqfRfli 

20:15 .Bahrain, .EKAafl^; 

20:45 Ahi Dhabi 

21:15 Muscat 

21:20—. -J3amascus(^j 

22:00 Tel Aviv (add).(W); 

22:45 .SanaaiJfcn ! 

01:15 

Other Flights - -v- '-ris- 1 

06:00 -.--JstmbuiCt®, 

07:25 JSnsW 

09.-05 Loodoff(BVi 

10:30 L Cairo'(W5); 

11:05 JbtarflMKSp]'| 

14:10 Bahrain^; 

15*30 .Vienna, -(OS); 

15J5 JMb.#)! 

16:30 - 

18:50 Kharioam(SD) 

20:00 

23:10 TdAvWPflj 

0235 .ArnstariBraC®*)] 

02:45 1 AtbtmsJOAJf 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07.00 Aqaba (from 
(RW) 

0&3Q Aqaba (from 
(RW) 

13:30 Gaza (from 
<KW) 

20*38 -Aqaba (from QAiA}(^ , 
22:00 -Tel Aviv (from j 
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Home News 



, Specter discuss 
ties, peace process, Iraq 
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J-0.T.J. — Prime 
prr Fayez Tarawneh 
.on Sunday with 
jerican delegation. 

Senator Arlen 
^.bilateral relations, 
st deadlock in the 
DEast peace process 
, i the. crisis in Iraq. 
;K.' . reiterating 
^support for a cent- 
re peace senle- 
^idgKlighted the great 
• ; exerted by His 
ly^^ty .fCiag Hussein to 
attain comprehensive secu- 
..ri$iand durable peace in 
^he^aigioft based on the 
,-pt&S3pies of the 
iofapatienal legitimacy 
jji^would eventually pave 
dwJiyay for economic and 
serial development. 

Tie prime minister said 
that. Jordan has called for 
ending - the sanctions 
regime 'imposed on the 
ftjajipeople since 1 99 1 and 
resolving all crises in a 
peaceful manner through 
dialogue. 

Tarawneh briefed the 
American delegation on 
the aspects of political 
development in the King- 
dom, the economic reform 
programme and the ongo- 
iflgxestructuring process of 
different sectors. 

The prime minister told 
the delegation that Jordan 
"highly appreciates the pos- 
itive role ’ played by the 
LhS: Senate in endorsing 
the -economic aid pro- 
gramme to the Kingdom, 
which the U.S. administra- 
tion has pledged to 
increase. 



Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh and U.S. Senator Arlen Specter Sunday discuss 
bilateral relations/ the latest deadlock in the Middle East peace process and the 
Iraqi crisis (Petra photo) 


During a recent visit to 
Jordan, U.S. Secretary of 
Stare Madeline Albright 
said the administration will 
work with Congress to 
obtain S200 million in 
additional security assis- 
tance to Jordan. Jordan 
receives an annual U.S. 
assistance package of S225 
million — divided into 
S150 million in economic 
assistance and $75 in mili- 
tary aid. 

Specter, head of the War 
Veterans Committee and a 
member of the influential 
Senate Appropriations 


Committee, expressed 
admiration for the coura- 
geous role played by King 
Hussein's in fostering 
peace, stability and securi~ 
ty in the Middle East. 

He said the King's 
important role was clear 
during Wye River Planta- 
tion talks in October, when 
a deal was brokered 
between the Palestinians 
and Israel unlocking the 
stalled peace process. 

But Israel's refusal to 
release Palestinian political 
prisoners, which sparked 
violent street protests in 


the occupied territories, pm 
the agreed upon second 
troop redeployment from 
the West Bank on deep 
freeze. 

Specter, who is touring 
the region and the Gulf, 
also voiced appreciation 
Jordan's support for peace- 
ful conflict resolution. 

He also commended the 
advanced level of democra- 
cy. the great margin of 
freedom and Ihe country's 
economic policies which 
have resulted in high lev- 
els of development in the 
Kingdom. 


RSS, Japanese agency sign technical accords 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
, and the Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency I.JICA) 
Sunday signed two agree- 
1 mews for technical coopera- 
tion in information system 
engin eering and maintenance 
of medical equipment 
Under the first agreement, 
fey agreed to extend for three 
mere years annual regional 
training courses on inform a- 
wm. systems offered by the 
RSS iix cooperation with J 1C A. 
In accordance with provi- 


sions of the agreement the 
RSS Centre for Computer 
Technology. Training and 
Industrial Studies will comm-’ 
ue to hold a four-month 
regional training workshop, on’ 
information systems engineer- 
ing. Taking part in ihe next 
training workshop, which will 
start in March 1999, will be 
representatives of 1 1 Arab 
countries. 

The course aims to train par- 
ticipants on analysing, design- 
ing, programming, document- 
ing and experimenting with 


information systems and 
assessing their performance. 
The course will train partici- 
pants^ on -designing informa- 
tion networks and modem 
operation systems. 

The Centre for Computer 
Technology, Training and 
Industrial Studies has been 
holding such workshops, in 
cooperation with JICA since 
1 993. A total of 77 participants 
from 1 1 Arab countries have 
so far participated in these 
workshops. 

The second agreement pro- 


vides training for Palestinian 
engineers in medical equip- 
ment maintenance. The gve^ 
- year . agreement. . which will; 
take effect Jan. 1. 1999, autho- 
rises the RSS Electronic Ser- 
vices and Training Centre to 
conduct training courses on 
maintenance of medical equip- 
ment for technical cadres from 
the Palestinian National 
Authority’s health ministry. 
The duration of each course 
will be two months. 


Municipality to build pedestrian 
bridge over dangerous road 


: - ^7 Mnnther Murjan 

AMMAN — The Greater 
Amman Municipality said on 
. Soncfey construction of a vital 
pedestrian steel bridge across a 
dangerous road in Amman 
would "start soon to cut down 
on .traffic-related accidents. 

Amman Mayor Nidal Hadid 
promised to build the pedestri- 
an overfly after hundreds of 
students staged a strike at the 
.Unwashy . Community Col- 
jgg'iit Tabarbour to demand 
ira^bved pedestrian safety fol- 
togjag fee death of their 20- 
IfSff-old female colleague who 
by a speeding car. 
-'Demqoarators, who blocked 
tadfic on. the main highway, 
Hadid that hundre ds of 
peppfe. had been injured in 


daily car accidents in front of 
the gaies of their institute over 
the past few years. 

The protesters agreed to As- 
perse peacefully only after 
Hadid promised to build a steel 
bridge in trout of the college's 
main gate. 

‘These bridges are usually 
constructed within 21 days at a 
cost of between JD2O.0OO and 
JD30.000,’' Hadid told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

He said the bridge would be 
ready by Jan. 10. 1999. 

Hadid said the municipality 
was working closely with the 
Traffic Department to build 
more pedestrian bridges over 
dangerous roads and intersec- 
tions and to educate pedestri- 
ans over road safety. 

Ahmad Jasser, vice-presi- 


dent of the University Com- 
munity College said the idea of 
building the overfly pedestrian 
bridge came after a meeting 
with Hadid following fee 
recent tragic death. 

They had been pressing for 
months to build an under- 
ground tunnel for pedestrians. 

~ He said the college had for 
years been warning students of 
ihe dangers of crossing this 
street 

“But the latest accident has 
made them more careful when 
crossing the street" he told the 
Jordan Times. 

The college also changed fee 
original location of its main 
gate to a side street where traf- 
fic was less congested. 

“We have instructed bus dri- 
vers to use that area to pick up 


the students to help reduce traf- 
fic risks,” Jusser said. 

As a temporary solution, 
police have agreed to place 
some traffic officers near the 
area until fee bridge was com- 
pleted. 

Nine citizens died and 268 
Olivers suffered injuries from 
traffic accidents within fee 
third week of December, 
according to recent traffic 
department statistics. 

Pedestrians, who were hit by 
speeding cars, formed 99 of 
the total 796 recorded ;icvi- 
dents during feat period. 

Other accidents were caused 
by drivers disregarding traffic 
signs and neglecting to give 
right of passage to pedestrians. 



University to offer studies 
on women affairs 



FILM 

i he yieillirons pas ensemble’ at the French Cul- 
^ ^ iftrc at’6;30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

OOD PERFORMANCE 

formanee at the Roval Cultural Centre at 8:00 
:,=29r3J )■ ‘ 


prsai 


lift.:.- 


EXHIBITIONS 


®on ; of ceramics, sculpture, and ‘ a & st J* ^ d 
y Jordanian, Iraqi, Syrian. 
lyrists at Hammourabi Art Gallery, G 

£5536098), until Jan. 25. , 

ilery. Um Uthaina (Tel. 552693-). un 

TAitifiyersary Exhibition of Com^porgy 
Is^IaUDarat AJ Funun. Jabal Weibdeh (let- 

t. Jan. 28. 


By Susan Resheq 

AMMAN — S fete-run Univer- 
sity of Jordan sad Sunday it will 
Start offering postgraduate 
degrees in women studies next 
semester — the first such spe- 
cialisation to be taught across 
the country. 

Louis Mqatash. Dean of Post 
Graduate Studies at the universi- 
ty, stud graduates holding mas- 
ter degrees in women studies 
would be able to tackle female 
issues in “a realistic and scientif- 
ic way” and help fee state pre- 
pare development programmes 
to improve fee lot of women, 
who constitute only 14 per cent 
of the workforce despite their 
high level of education. 

The new postgraduate spe- 
cialisation could help reduce 
unemployment, especially 
among those holding under- 
graduate degrees in sociology. 


political sciences, law. literature 
and public health studies. 

“Women play a great social 
and economic role in our com- 
munity and eventually, there 
should be specialists in fields 
relating to women." Mqatash 
told fee Jordan Times. 

Hath Hneity'. deputy dean of 
postgraduate Studies at the uni- 
versity, said students wishing to 
pursue higher studies in women 
affairs had to complete 34 cred- 
it hours, including their disserta- 
tion. 

Programme Supervisor Ama! 
Daghesiani said Jordan is 
v iewed as one of fee main coun- 
tries in the region feat have 
invested on education for 
women as manifested by fee 
high literacy rates. 

“This programme will create 
specialised cadres responsible 
for formulating strategies for 
women’s affairs." she said. 


Jordan 
deports 
illegal 
workers 

By Muhammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — Scores of 
illegal foreign workers are 
heing deported almost 
daily as the government 
continues to crackdown 
on foreign labourers in the 
Kingdom, a police official 
said Sunday. 

The Public Security 
Depart menl did not dis- 
close the number of w ork- 
ers that have been deport- 
ed or their nationalities, 
but the official said organ- 
ising the labour force in 
the Kingdom was un 
ongoing and ’’serious” 
campaign. 

Responding to charges 
by businesspersons and 
economists that the gov- 
ernment's efforts to 
streamline the illegal for- 
eign labour force had lost 
steam. Ministry of Labour 
Secretary-General Saleh 
Tarawneh told the Jordan 
Times that the ministry 
was proceeding aggres- 
sively with its campaign 
to organise the political ly- 
sensitive labour market 
and crack down on illegal 
foreign labour. 

Tarawneh said so far an 
estimated 1 19.000 foreign 
workers have rectified 
their status and the min- 
istry was legalising the 
status of workers in the 
(kids permitted under the 
Labour Law. 

Successive governments 
have been reluctant- to 
crack down on illegal 
workers and implement 
Hthe Labour Law. which 
allows foreign workers in 
only four key sectors — 
agriculture, construction, 
domestic and sanitation — 
for fear of offending Arab 
countries. 

“The Public Security 
Department in conjunc- 
tion with the Labour Min- 
istry launched a nation- 
wide campaign against 
illegal foreign labourers 
working as gas station 
attendants. mechanics, 
guards and messengers." 
ihe police official told the 
Jordan Times. 

He said the campaign's 
main aim was to encour- 
age foreigner workers to 
rectify their legal status 
rather than deporting them 
ro their countries. 

Interior Minister Nayef 
Qadi had estimated that 
Jordan may be hosting up 
to one million foreign 
workers, with the vast 
majority residing illegally. 
According to government 
officials. Egyptian nation- 
als made up almost half 
the number of workers 
without permits. 

In October. Egypt 
agreed that it will not 
allow Egyptian workers to 
enter Jordan without a 
contract authenticated by 
Jordanian and Egyptian 
officials. 

The agreement betw-een 
Jordan and Egypt also 
placed more stringent con- 
ditions on any Egyptian 
wishing to visit a relative 
in the Kingdom. 

“Foreigners are flocking 
to the [Labour! ministry’s 
offices ro legalise their 
residency in the country, 
an average of 500 people a 
day.” said Bahjat 
Kuteishat. head of the 
Labour Ministry’s 

Employment Department. 
He said that Egyptians top 
the list of those who have 
rectified their status fol- 
lowed by Syrian nationals. 

According to the Labour 
Law', if employers fail to 
legalise their workers’ sta- 
tus. the employer could be 
fined up to JD100 and the 
labourer will be deported 
at the employer’s expense. 

Unemployment in Jor- 
dan is officially estimated 
at around 16 per cent and 
unofficially around 27 per 
cent. 
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Government restructures 
electricity sector, splits firm 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government’s drive to 
restructure the energy sec- 
tor took a step forword w ife 
an announcement feat three 
separate new companies for 
power distribution, genera- 
tion and transmission will 
beam operation on Jan. I. 
1999. 

Minister of Water and 
Energy Hani Mulki Sunday 
said the committee in 
charge of privatising fee 
electricity sector has com- 
pleted required measures 
necessary for the restructur- 
ing of the sector and regis- 
tered fee entities with the 
companies comptroller at 
the Ministry of Industry 
and Trade. 

Mulki was quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
as say ing that “the new 
companies will begin oper- 
atin': independently as of 
Jan .“I. 1999.” 

He added that fee govern- 
ment will conduct financial 
studies on distribution and 
generation to allow private 
sector participation in the 
two companies, while 


transmission will remain in 
fee government's hands. 

According to fee minister, 
amendments to fee 1996 
Electricity Low, in line wife 
fee government policy to 
restructure the sector.* are 
currently under wav and 
expected to be issued next 
month. 

The proposed Jaw 
includes provisions for the 
establishment of an elec- 
tricity regulatory body to 
determine the cost and bale 
of electricity, he added. 

Last month. eight 
international firms attended 
a pre-bid conference to 
build the first private inde- 
pendent power plant in Jor- 
dan to meet a rise in the 
country's electricity con- 
sumption between die years 
2002 and 2006. 

The government is look- 
ing for companies to build a 
300-450 megawatt power 
plant, in Samru near Zarqa. 
on a build, own and operate 
basis at an estimated cost of 
S300-4Q0 million depend- 
ing on fee size of fee plant. 
Bidding will close on Jan. 


23, 1999. 

The current generation 
capacity of fee National 
Electricity Power Company 
is 971 MW. With the expan- 
sion of the Aqaba thermal 
power station, due to be 
completed next year, power 
Generation will increase to 
1.361 MW. 

Jordan can also lap into 
electricity through fee 
regional power grid. The 
first phase of a five- nation 
regional power grid linking 
Egypt. Iraq. Jordan. Syria 
and Turkey was inaugurat- 
ed this month with the 
Cairo-Amman line. 

However. Jordan needs an 
additional I00MW annual- 
ly beginning fee year 2002. 

Companies will be asked 
to submit two bids, one for 
a combined cycle plant 
based on diesel or gas 
depending on availability, 
and the other for a steam 
cycle plant, w hich will use 
heavy fuel oil — a less 
environment — friendly 
option because of the high 
sulphur content. 


Jordan unionists plan 
pro-Iraq Arab meeting 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The 100.000- 
strong professional associa- 
tions said Sunday they were 
planning to call for a meet- 
ing of their colleagues 
across the Arab World to 
encourage their govern- 
ments to bust United 
Nations economic sanc- 
tions on Iraq after recent 
U.S.-British air strikes. 

The four-day strikes feat^ 
ended on Dec. 19 sparked"^ 
demonstrations foroughojit 
the Arab World in support 
of Iraq, but until now. all 
.Arab governments have 
adhered to trade sanctions 
imposed on Baghdad after 
its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“Arab people must do 
something to save the Iraqi 
people from their current 
plight," Hassan Jaber. 
chairman of the Jordan Pro- 
fessional Associations' 14- 


member Executive Council. 

“Arab countries are con- 
tributing to these deadly 
sanctions and they have to 
stop participating in this 
crime feat is being commit- 
ted against their Arab 
brethren.” he told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The unions hope the pro- 
posed meeting would be 
held either in Amman or in 
Cairo. However, no date 
has yet been set. 

Organisers said the idea 
^ of. holding such a .meeting 
to reflect Arab popular 
anger over fee “U.S.- 
British aggression on Iraq” 
was raised during a meeting 
of fee associations' execu- 
tive committee this week. 

“Contacts are under-way 
with our Arab colleagues,” 
said one unionist. 

The associations, long a 
bed-rock of popular support 
for fee Iraqi people, have 
launched a vocal media 


campaign to enlist mass 
solidarity wife Iraq over fee 
recent air bombardment. 

They are also collecting 
money, medicine and other 
in-kind donations from 
members, who include 
nurses, doctors, engineers, 
veterinarians, lawyers and 
pharmacists. 

“Jordanians have reacted 
positively to our Hind-rais- 
ing campaign.'’ Jaber added 
but he declined to give 
details on how much aid 
has been collected so far. 

He said fee associations 
would meet on Wednesday 
to decide how to send the 
aid to Iraq and how to 
ensure its fair distribution. 

The associations last 
week called on members 
across the Kingdom ro boy- 
cott all American and 
British-made products and 
medicines in protest at the 
strikes. 


British historian working 
on book on Nabataeans 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — When British 
historian Jane Taylor first visit- 
ed Jordan 20 years ago little did 
the wTiter/photographer know 
that her love affair with history 
would lead her to settle in the 
Kingdom. 

Fascinated with the natural 
beauty' of the country. Taylor 
has produced two books on 
Jordan and is now writing her 
third, on the Nabateans, who 
ruled parts of the region and 
controlled its trade from Petra, 
capital of their Kingdom over 
2,00) years ago. 

Her first book. “High Above 
Jordan” included a collection 
of breath-taking aerial depic- 
tion’s of Jordan's varied topog- 
raphy and rich archaeological 
and historic sites and her sec- 
ond. Petra.” focused exclusive- 
ly on the Nabatean-built red- 
rose city famed worldwide for 
its ornate sandstone temples 
and tombs. 

"Once you start taking pho- 
tographs of a plax like this, 
two weeks are not enough.” 
Taylor told the Jordan Times in 
a recent interview. 

With a set of professional 
cameras hanging from her 
neck, ear muffles and a scarf to 
cover her white cresses, she has 
explored all parts of the King- 
dom in the last ten years, often 
taking shots from Royal Air 
Force helicopters. 

She says her second book, 
which captured the beauty of 
Petra and its incredible colour 
variations, manifested into ”a 
special son of bond” between 
herself, Petra and its ancient 
history. 

It also inspired her to work 
on her third book, choosing the 
theme of the Nabateans. 

*Thc current book will not be 



as oriented on pictures as the 
two previous books, but will 
offer a balance between text 
and pictures." noted Tayl or. 

Originally haring studied 
and taught history in England 
before working as a documen- 
tary researcher for the British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC), Taylor says she sees 
herself primarily as a writer. 

‘This time I am concentrat- 
ing on a historic narrative of the 
Nabateans... it is a mixrure of 
modem research of archaeolo- 
gists and of ancient refer- 
ences.” 

Taylor’s detailed work 
reflects the warm bond she has 
fostered over years of living in 
Jordan, building a network of 
friends fear stretch from intel- 
lectuals to Bdoul bedouins — 
the current inhabitants of Petra. 

“They have become very 
dear friends, and whenever I 
feel I need a break from writ- 


ing. 1 go down to Petra and stay 
wife the Bdoul’s at their 
bedouin village (just outside 
the city of Petra I." she said with 
a widening smile. 

“It's an extraonlinary experi- 
ence becoming part of the 
bedouin world." she explained. 

Background material for ber 
current book on the Nabateans 
came from many tours she has 
been given by the elders of the 
Bdoul tribe. 

“It is through these people 
that I have physically gotten to 
know places associated with 
the Nabateans. For instance, 
they have taken me to Wadi 
Araba where we have traced 
Nabatean stopping points in 
the lower levels of Wadi 
Musa,” she explains. 

Her books have been sold in 
Jordan and abroad, helping 
boost Jordan's $900 million a 
year tourism industry. 



4 World News 
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Myanmar dismisses Suu 
i deportation rumours 



YANGON (R) — 

Myanmar's military gov- 
ernment Sunday dismissed 
rumours that it might 
deport opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi. saying 
they represented attempts 
by her party to create news 
headlines. 

A Myanmar government 
statement said Suu Kyi’s 
National League for 
Democracy (NLD) should 
join the ruling military and 
other countries in Finding 
ways of riding out the 
Asian economic crisis, 
rather than trying to seek 
publicity. 

“We hope the NLD will 
contribute in a positive and 
meaningful way to achieve 
a better, fuller life... and 
take a more responsible, 
constructive cooperation 
rather than resorting to 
whimsical and symbolic 
gestures designed merely to 
attract attention and create 
seasonal sensational head- 
line,** it said. 

A NLD statement 
obtained by Reuters Friday 
quoted Suu Kyi os saying 
that she had no intention of 


leaving Myanmar amid 
rumours in Yangon that she 
might be expelled from the 
country and the NLD dis- 
solved after New Year. 

The Nobel peace laureate 
said the government would 
have problems finding a 
country to accept her as she 
held only Myanmar's citi- 
zenship. 

Myanmar’s official media 
have in recent months ques- 
tioned whether Suu Kyi is 
still entitled to Myanmar 
nationality, on the grounds 
that she had married a 
British man. academic 
; Michael Aris. 

Semi-government organi- 
sations have in the past two 
months organised anti-NLD 
rallies in which they called 
for Suu Kyi's deportation 
and dissolution of her party. 

State-owned media have 
also made similar demands 
since mid- September when 
the NLD launched its 
Committee Representing 
People's Parliament 

(CRPP). 

The government state- 
ment Sunday said it was not 
an appropriate time for Suu 


Kyi and the NLD to engage 
in sensational politics while 
most Asian countries still 
struggle to recover from the 
economic turmoil. 

‘The Government of 
Myanmar is working hard 
to develop Myanmar and 
guide it through the current 
regional economic crisis. 
Much work remains ahead 
of us. The regional eco- 
nomic crisis is not improv- 
ing and this is no time for 
playing politics.’’ it said. 

The NLD statement quot- 
ed Suu . Kyi as saying this 
week that the ruling gov- 
ernment. called the" State 
Peace and Development 
Council (SPDC), would 
probably need to bribe a 
foreign totalitarian state 
with Myanmar’s commodi- 
ties in order to induce it to 
accept her. 

“The only way for the rul- 
ing government to deport 
me is to make a give-and- 
take with a totalitarian 
state, by giving them a cer- 
tain number of tonnes of 
rice or so... they don’t have 
a rocket to send me to the 
moon either.” she said. 


U.S. lawmaker says 
Washington downplaying China 
threat in South China Sda 


MANILA (AFP) — A 
senior U.S. congressman 
who has inspected a dis- 
puted chain of islands in 
the South China Sea has 
accused Washington of 
playing down China’s 
aggression in the area, 
documents obtained 
Sunday said. 

In his report to the chair- 
man of the U.S. House 
Internal Relations 

Committee, 

Representative Dana 
Rorabacher said the 
Chinese navy has been 
engaged in a “de facto 
encirclement of Spratly 
islands” by constructing 
military posts such as 
those discovered in a 
Philippine-ciaimed reef in 
November. 

This “aggression" by the 
Chinese government 
“threatens trade and mili- 
tary sea-lanes vital to the 
United States and our 
allies " the U.S. legislator 
said. 

“For two years, the State 
Depanmem and the 


Pentagon have pursued an 
’ostrich policy’ of burying 
their heads in the sand 
downplaying these dan- 
gerous developments," 
Rorabacher said in his 
report, a copy of which 
was obtained by reporters 
here. 

Rorabacher had 

promised the Philippine 
government support in its 
dispute with China over 
the islands after he was 
flown over the area by 
Philippine officials two 
weeks ago. 

He also accused China 
of • “bullying” the 
Philippines by expanding 
military-type structures on 
Mischief Reef and station- 
ing three naval vessels in 
the area. 

The reef is part of the 
Spratly chain of islands 
that straddle vital shipping 
lanes in the South China 
Sea and are believed to lie 
atop vast oil and mineral 
deposits. 

The islands are claimed 
in whole or part by China. 


the Philippines, Malaysia. 
Brunei, Vietnam and 
Taiwan. 

Thfe U.S. government 
had “steadfastly opposed 
our fact-finding efforts for 
fear of upsetting the 
Communist Chinese," 
Rorabacher alleged. 

He also warned of 
“greater conflicts” should 
Washington continue with 
its silence about the 
alleged “Chinese military 
build-up in the Spratlys.” 

A diplomatic row erupt- 
ed between Manila and 
Beijing after the discovery 
of the expanded structures 
in November, which the 
Chinese government 
maintained were only fish- 
ing shelters. 

President Joseph Estrada 
and his Chinese counter- 
part Jiang Zemin later 
agreed to resolve the dis- 
pute through peaceful 
means and for both gov- 
ernments to jointly use the 
structures pending a reso- 
lution of the sovereignty 
issue. 



A young man clambers on a fallen tree in NewcastJe-Upon-iyne, after high winds on 
Boxing Day caused structural damage, particularly in the north of the country. A man 
was killed, two were missing and 80,000 people were left without electricity after the 
heavy storms lashed Britain and Ireland, police said (AFP photo) 

One dead, 2 missing as 
storms lash Britain, Ireland 


LONDON (AFP) — A 
man was killed, two were 
missing and 80,000 people 
were left without electrici- 
ty after storms lashed 
Britain and Ireland 
Saturday, police said. 

A 23-year-old man died 
when a tree fell on his car 
in the Connemara region 
of western Ireland. His 
girlfriend who was also in 
the car escaped unhurt. 

In Britain, -where winds 
reached 160 kilometres per 
hour, a 2S-year-oid man 
was carried away by a 10 
metre wave as he was 
about to swim in the sea at 
Brighton. 

Rescuers spotted him in 
the waves but the rough 


seas prevented any efforts 
to save him, a police 
spokesman said. 

Searches resumed 
Sunday after being called 
off Saturday night. 

The man’s partner and 
their son. who were also 
on the beach, managed to 
return to land and were 
treated in hospital. 

The bad weather also 
caused the cancellation of 
feiry services between 
Britain and Ireland. 

In the southwestern 
English county of Devon a 
44-year-old man was miss- 
ing after falling into a 
river. Helicopter searches 
were continuing for the 
man. 


The Environment 

Agency issued 50 flood 
warnings in that region 
after torrential rain fell 
throughout Saturday. 

A 4,300-tonne 

Portuguese ship was towed 
to safety near the Isle of 
Wight in southern 
England, after the ship was 
washed towards rocks. 

In Northern Ireland, a 
number of people needed 
treatment for minor 
injuries after the wind tore 
the roof off an apartment 
block. 

The winds were expected 
to die down Sunday, but 
heavy rain is expected 
which forecasters said 
could worsen flooding. 


Police investigating 
suicides after poison 
ordered on Internet 


TOKYO (AP) — A man 
who reportedly ran a 
“suicide clinic'* on the 
Internet is suspected of 
providing cyanide to 
seven customers, 

including at least one 
woman who killed her- 
self with the poison, 
police said Sunday. 

The man reportedly 
called himself “Dr. 
Kiriko" — a Japanese 
comic book character 
who practices euthana- 
sia — and killed himself 
earlier this month. A 
second of his customers 
also killed herself, but 
with sleeping pills. 

A police spokesman in 
Tokyo who gave only his 
surname, Fujii, said 
Sunday that the seven 
people who ordered 
cyanide transferred 
money to the bank 
account of the man. . 

His body was discov- 
ered at his home in the 
city of Sapporo on 
Japan's northernmost 
main island of 
Hokkaido on Dec. 15. 

Quoting unidentified 
police sources, Kyodo 
News agency said he 
was a 27-year-old phar- 
macist with a history of 
mental illness. Media 
reports said he commit- 


ted suicide. 

The cyanide suicides 
are the latest in a year of 
bizarre poisoning cases 
that have troubled 
Japan, which once prid- 
ed itself on relative free- 
dom from indiscrimi- 
nate crime. 

“At the close of a dark 
year yet another poison- 
ing incident symbolic of 
it has occurred,” 
lamented the Yomiuri 
newspaper, Japan’s 
largest, in a Sunday edi- 
torial. 

Fttiii said police are 
investigating the sui- 
cides of two of “Dr. 
Kiriko’s” customers, a 
21-year-old Tokyo 
woman who died from 
an apparent overdose of 
sleeping pills and anoth- 
er person who died after 
taking cyanide. 

The Asahi newspaper 
reported the woman 
who used cyanide was a 
24-year-old Tokyo resi- 
dent and committed sui- 
cide on Dec 15. 

Yomiuri reported 
Sunday that another 
Tokyo woman has con- 
fessed to acting as an 
intermediary between 
the suicide victim and 
the cyanide provider. 

Fujii said three others 


who made cash trans- 
fers have been con- 
firmed alive, while two 
remain unaccounted 
for. Media reports, how- 
ever, said four have 
been confirmed alive 

Kyodo reported that 
the man's Internet site 
was called “Dr. Kiriko’s 
consultation room,” fea- 
tured information on 
suicide by poisoning 
and offered advice via e- 
mail for those who 
wanted to kill them- 
selves. 

The suicides were the 
latest in a string of poi- 
son deaths this year in 
Japan. 

In July, four people 
died and 63 became ill 
after eating curry rice 
laced with arsenic at a 
summer festival in 
southwestern Japan. A 
former insurance sales- 
woman was arrested 
earlier this month on 
murder and attempted 
murder charges in those 
deaths. 

The poisoning set off a 
spate of copycat crimes 
with drinks at stores 
and in vending 
machines, including a 
man who died after 
drinking a can of taint- 
ed tea. 


Fighting in Angola 
blocks searches for 


crashed U.N. 


LUANDA (AFP) — 
Battles between Angolan 
government troops" and 
UNITA rebels hampered 
a search for the wreckage 
of a U.N. plane which 
crashed in the centre of 
the war-torn African 
country. U.N. sources 
said Sunday. 

The U.N. Observer 
Mission in Angola 
(MONAU) said the 
Hercules C-130 plane 
was carrying 10 passen- 
gers and four crew when 
it went down east of Vila 
Nova, 45 kilometres 
from Huambo. 

Huambo. capital of the 
east-central province of 
the same name, is one of 
several areas where 
rebels of the National 
Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) are fighting 
government troops. 

A MONUA statement 
said the plane burst into 
flames and crashed at 
about midday (1100 
GMT) after taking off 
from Huambo for the 
northestem city of 
Saurimo, without giving 
details of those who were 
aboard. 

The United Nations has 
appealed to the govern- 
ment and UNITA for 
help in access to the 


crash site and for assis- 
tance in rescuing any 
survivors, but it was not 
known whether they 
included U.N. observers 
who have been trying to 
implement peace proto- 
cols signed in Lusaka in 
1994. 

MONUA officials were 
not available for com- 
ment early Sunday. 

Angola plunged back 
into serious conflict this 
year, as hardliners in 
UNITA loyal to the 
movement’s veteran 
leader Jonas Savimbi 
have refused to disarm 
and demobilise in line 
with the Lusaka proto- 
cols and President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos has 
decided to crush the 
armed guerrillas by 
force. 

In the past month, 
heavy fighting causing 
hundreds of casualties 
has broken out in the 
chief town of Bie 
province east of 
Huambo, Kuito. Kuito 
was already devastated 
in ferocious battles that 
broke out anew after 
UNITA lost general elec- 
tions to Dos Santos’s 
People's Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola 
(MPLA) late in 1992. 

Sunday, an independent 


plane 

Roman Catholic radio 
station, Ecclesia, said 
that some 200 people had 
been killed since UNITA 
forces began an offensive 
on Kuito on Dec. 9, 
adding that 463 people 
needed hospital treat- 
ment after heavy bom- 
bardments which ended 
Satupiay night. 

Thirty-five people died 
Friday in Kuito, one fam- 
ily losing eight members 
in the shelling, and 63 
people were wounded. 

The Angolan army 
struck back against the 
rebels Saturday, forcing 
UNITA artillery units to 
withdraw from the hills 
around Kuito, Ecclesia 
reported. 

The residents of the 
ruined town left shelters 
Sunday where they had 
spent Christmas and 
many went to mass. 

UNITA and the former- 
ly Marxist MPLA have 
been struggling for 
power since indepen- 
dence from Portugal in 
1975, and successive 
attempts by the United 
Nations and mediating 
countries to end the con- 
flict have foundered. 

The Luanda govern- 
ment estimates that 
Savimbi still has some 
35,000 men in arms. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pope shares holiday wishes with 
pilgrims at Castel Gandolfo 

CASTEL GANDOLFQ, Italy (AP) — Holding up well 
despite a demanding holiday schedule, a smiling Pope 
John Paul II lingered on the balcony of his vacation 
retreat Sunday to listen to the Christmas hymns and 
greetings of pilgrims gathered below.. ‘'Long live the 
Pope,” one man chanted in the courtyard of his palace at 
Castel Gandolfo — a wish picked up and applauded by 
others in the crowd. John Paul, 78, ctelivered his weekly 
Sunday address from the balcony, cloaked in a zed cape 
against the chill. Earlier in the month, a flu and fever had 
forced him to cancel some events. His voice stayed 
strong Sunday throughout what was only the latest in 
days of long public appearances, including a m id n ight 
Mass Christinas Eve that had kept him up until the early 
hours of the morning. Saturday, he came to his vacation 
retreat outside Rome for a few days of rest. Urging 
Catholics Sunday to think of both their families and the 
homeless throughout the remainder of the holidays, he 
became animated only after he finished his scripted 
remarks — when the faithful burst into applause. He 
smiled, leaned forward and nodded, staying outside for a 
few minutes while the crowd of Catholics from around 
the world clapped, cheered and sang. Wishing them a 
good rest of the holiday, and a happy last Sunday of the 
year, be finally disappeared back inside. 

Russia puts newest 
nuclear missile generation online 

MOSCOW (AP) — The military put 10 new Topol-M 
nuclear missiles on full combat readiness Sunday, the 
first time the missile has been deployed. The missile was 
developed to sustain Russia as a global nuclear power. ; 
The single- warhead Topol-M 's were commissioned in > 
the Saratov region, about 700 kilometres southeast of 
Moscow, the ITAR-TASS news agency reported. The 
deployment was a major step for Russia's cash-strapped 
military. The government doesn’t have enough money to 
maintain all its armed forces, and decided to concentrate 
defence spending on developing the Topol-M- “This is a 
very important event, because even in the difficult finan- 
cial conditions of 1998 we have managed to find funds 
for financing this top priority area,” said Defence 
Minister Igor Sergeyev, according to ITAR-TASS. The 
intercontinental Topol-M will be the new heart of | 
Russia’s missile forces. Forty are expected to be built by 
the end of 2000, taking the place of heavier, multiple- 
warhead missDes. The Topol-M is a lightweight, rugged 
missile designed to be fired from a vehicle. Its mobility 
increases its safety from preemptive enemy first strikes. 
untik e silo-based warheads. 

1 killed, 2 injured in building collapse 

PISA, Italy (AFP) — A 76-year-okl woman was fatally 
injured and two people were hurt when a three-storey block 
of flats partly collapsed overnight at Pontedera, near Pisa, in 
northwest Italy, police said Sunday. A whole wing of tbe 
building caved in, probably because of a gas explosion, they 
said. Rescuers pulled the woman out alive, but she died in 
hospital. Two young people were slightly hurt. No other res- 
idents of the block of six flats were injured. Less titan two 
weeks earlier, on Dec. 36, 27 people were killed when a res- 
idential block collapsed in Rome. 

Weather could help bamboo raft 
reach Darwin 

BRISBANE. Australia (AP) — Favourable weather could 
help a 16-metre bamboo raft — retracing what organisers say 
was man’s first ocean voyage 100,000 years ago — reach 
Darwin in northern Australia by Dec. 33. The raft Nale Tasih, 
is the project of Australian maritime historian Bbb Hobman, 
who is reenacting the arrival of tbe ancestors of Australian 
aborigines from Kupang cm the Indonesian island of Timor. 
Early Sunday, the Nale Tasih was 160 nautical miles from its 
destination after setting out on Dec. 17, aod crossing into 
Australian waters on Dec. 26. Hobraan said forecasts of 
freshening winds linked to a strengthening monsoonal trough 
across northern Australia could push the raft to tbe mainland 
by Thursday. On board wife Hobman is a crew of four, 
including Melbourne-based scientist Robert Bednarik, 
Australian documentary film maker Peter Rogers, and two 
Indonesian crew members. Food supplies are being supple- 
mented by fresh fish speared by fee Indonesian sailors. 
Hobman said the raffs first attempt to cross the Timor Sea 
earlier this year was thwarted by the El Nino phenomenon 
which held bock the annual monsoons in the region. 

Paris 1 Arc de Triomphe 
shut down by strike 

PARIS (R) — The Arc de Triomphe, one of Paris’s most pop- 
ular tourist attractions, was off-limits to visitors Sunday as fee 
monument’s employees went on strike over staffing levels 
and pay. Built on the orders of the Emperor Napoleon 
between 1806 and 1835 to honour fee French army, tbe arc 
draws about a million visitors a year and offers a panoramic 
view of fee French capital. The employees, who walked out 
Saturday afternoon, have demanded negotiations wife the 
culture ministry before they will consider returning to work. 
They complain they must work too much overtime and are 
demanding bonuses and fee hiring of additional staff. A min- 
istry spokesman said talks were expected to begin Monday 
between fee arc’s approximately 50 employees and the 
Caisse Nationale ties Monuments Historique, fee gtaft* 
agency that manages France’s historic monuments. The last 
two months have been particularly tough on Paris tourists, 
who have been barred for a few days at a Hmp from the Fiffei 
Tower and the Louvre, Orsay and Grand Palais art miKPumc 
due to wildcat strikes. 

Two Peruvian cholera victims 
hospitalised in Chile 


authorities said Saturday. They were the first known cases 
cholera in Chile in the last four years. The patients are m 
chants who make frequent trips between their counny g 
Anca, aci^r bordering on Peru and 1,650 kaome&es nortfc 
Santi^o. They were hospitalised Thursday. Doctors s 
fear lives were not in danger. Cholera is an acute bacte 
mfecnon involving fee small intestine. It is marked by cG 
thoea and vomiting. The region’s health service cade 
stnerer inspection of water discharges and fee local wa 
s^ply to detect tbe presence of cholera oiganisms^l 

to *°roughly cookseafo 
and vegetables that grow close to fee ground Chile a 

hoU«i an outbreak of the disease between 1993 and 19 
when fee disease spread from neighbouring Fern and affe 
ed about lhO persons, three of whom died 
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X group of pro-democracy activists, holding portraits Chinese dissidents, protest outside Xinhua News Agency in 
Bong Kong. The group of about 30 Hong Kong marchers presented the news agency with a petition demanding the 
release of mainland dissidents — Wang Youcai, Qin Yongmin and Xu Wenli (Reuters photo) 

Hong Kong protesters slam the 
arrest of Chinese dissidents 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Around 35 activists staged 
a sit-in outside the local 
branch of China’s official 
Xinhua news agency 
Sunday in protest at a con- 
tinuing crackdown on polit- 
ical dissent by Beijing. 

China has been clamping 
down heavily on dissidents 
and handing out lengthy 
prison sentences for subver- 
sion and endangering state 
security. 

“This is the worst white 
terror China has seen since 
June 4.” Szeto Wah of the 
Hong Kong Alliance in 
Support of Patriotic 
Democratic Movements of 
China told reporters. 

The Alliance published a 
statement- calling for the 
immediate- release of the 
threes jailed-, activists, and 


published a list of I ] politi- 
cal activists detained or 
sentenced recently in 
China. 

Authorities in the south- 
ern province of Hangzhou 
Sunday sentenced labour 
activist Zhang Shanguang 
to a 10-year term for 
“endangering state securi- 
ty" after he gave an inter- 
view on peasant unrest to 
U.S. -based Radio Free 
Asia. 

The sentencing came less 
than a week after three 
prominent activists con- 
nected to the nascent oppo- 
sition China Democracy 
Party (CDP) were given 
heavy sentences for subver- 
sion. 

• CDP founder Wang 
Youcai got an 11-year sen- 
tence for trying to subvert 


the state, while Wuhan- 
based Qin Yongmin was 
jailed for 12 years and 
Beijing-based Xu Wenli for 
13 years on similar charges. 

Holding placards and pic- 
tures of the dissidents and 
chanting for their release, 
the protesters marched from 
a department store in down- 
town Hong Kong to 
Xinhua’s offices in Happy 
Valley, where they planned 
to sit quietly in protest for 
24 hours. 

With no Xinhua represen- 
tatives present to receive 
their petition, the protesters 
fixed the petition and pic- 
tures of the dissidents to 
the news agency's front 
door. 

The petition called for the 
Chinese government to 
abide by the International 


Covenant on Economic. 
Social and Cultural Rights 
and the International 
Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights. China is a 
signatory to both accords, 
but has vet to ratify cither. 

The petition also called 
the immediate release of 
political dissidents and for 
the right to form political 
parties in China. 

The protest was also in 
suppon of a hunger strike 
begun Thursday by 214 
dissidents across China. 

The relay-style hunger 
strike is expected to last 
100 days in protest at the 
sentencing of Wang. Qin 
and Xu. The protest was 
jointly organised by a num- 
ber of human rights and 
activist organisations, 
including the Alliance. 


Sri Lanka turns down 
British offer to end bloodshed 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka has rejected an 
offer by a British legisla- 
tor, to mediate a settle- 
ment to the drawn out 
Tamil separatist war that 
bas claimed over 55.000 
lives, reports here said 
Sunday. 

The ; British MP, Simon 
Hughes of the Liberal 
Democratic Party, has 
been told Colombo will 
not assist him if he goes 
ahead with his planned 
visit to . Sri Lanka in the 
New Year, the Sunday 
Tunes weekly said. 

h said Hughes had 
hoped to meet President 
Cnandrika Kumaratunga. 
several senior ministers as 
well as leaders of the sep- 
aratist Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in 
the north of the island. 

‘Tho. government has 
said that no ministers will 
®eet the British MP and 
denied his request to go to 
die’ Wanni (to meet the 
LTTE),” the newspaper 
repprted, adding: “It has 
made it clear that it will 
not accept mediation from 
any. individual.” 

Neither govern men i 
°fficiaJs- nor diploma is 
were available for com- 
oh the mediation 

0&Tr v 

-Bm last month a British 
^“uster -said there was 
^pe. for third party 
mediation to the ■ ethnic 
sjnfe .in this former 

“ritisH colony. 

British Foreign Office 
glister ‘ Derek Fatchelt. 

held talks with 
T^tatunga and opposi- 
leader Ranil 
™ckremesinghe, said he 
“Sueved there could be 
in- Sri Lanka, 
/tfpvjrever, be noted there 
^ teen no invitation to 
Lanka’s for- 
•d^iuler until 1948, to 
go-between in 

group of visiting 
“rmsb MP’s said here a 
*^:£arlier.that Britain 


was willing to offer its 
“good offices" to broker a 
settlement between 
Colombo and the LTTE, 
which maintains a secre- 
tariat in London. 


The government made it 
dear this month it was 
not willing to accept con- 
ditional talks and has 
rejected “mediation.” 
although it says “facilita- 


tion" by a third parry is 
acceptable. 

More than 55.000 peo- 
ple have been killed in Sri 
Lanka’s drawn out con- 
flict in the past 2b years. 
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China jails 4th dissident 
in yearend sweep 


BEUJNG jR> — China con- 
victed its fourth dissident in a 
week Sunday, jailing a veter- 
an labour activist for 1 0 years 
for passing information on 
rural unrest to U.S.-backed 
Radio Free Asia, a human 
rights group said. 

The court in central Hunan 
province also stripped Zhang 
Shanguang of his political 
rights for five years for telling 
a Radio Free Asia interviewer 
about farmers’ protests, 
according to the New York- 
based Human Rights in 
China 

The Huaihuu Intermediate 
Court twfc 50 minutes after a 
trial lasting |wo hours and 20 
minutes to sentence Zhang, 
who was escorted to the court 
building by a convoy of 20 
police vehicles, the group 
said. 

The sentencing of Zhang 
follows tltc jailings of three 
founders of a banned opposi- 
tion party ;ind the issue of an 
anti-subversion decree in line 
with an order by President 
Jiang Zemin that all threats to 
siabUiiv be “resolutely nipped 
in the bud.” 

Zhiing’s case "clearly shows 
that the second wave of 
repression of democracy 
activists will soon get under 
way,” the Hong Kong-based 
Information Centre of Human 


Rights and Democratic 
Movement in China said in a 
statement. 

The Huaihuu court did not 
answer reponers’ telephone 
calls. 

Friday, court officials con- 
firmed that Zhang would 
undergo a closed-door trial 
Sunday, working overtime on 
a day when public offices are 
normally dosed. 

According to Human Rights 
in China, Zhang was accused 
of "illegally prodding intelli- 
gence to overseas enemy 
organisations and people." 

Fn an interview with Radio 
Free Asia in March, Zhang 
spoke of a demonstration in 
Hunan’s Xupu county by 
about 80 farmers against 
excessive taxes and another 
protest which resulted in 
deadly violence, the rights 
group said. 

China views the U.S. gov- 
ernment-funded Radio Free 
Asia as hostile to Communist 
rule and blocks its broadcasts. 

In June, Beijing refused to 
grant visas to Radio Free Asia 
reporters to cover President 
Bill Clinton’s visiL Beijing 
has also lobbied other coun- 
tries not to Jet the network set 
up transmission stations on 
their territory. 

Zhang, who served seven 
years in prison for a prior con- 


viction based on his role in 
pro-demrcracy demonstra- 
tions in 1989. is the fourth 
opposition figure to receive a 
lengthy sentence in the y ear- 
end crackdown on dissent. 

Veteran activist Xu Wenli 
was sentenced to 13 years in 
prison on Dec. 21 on subver- 
sion charges for trying to set 
up the Chinese Democratic 
Party to challenge Communist 
rule. Party activist Wang 
Youcai received an 11 -year 
term on the same day. 

The following day. Qin 
Yongmin received 12 years in 
jail for his role in lonning the 
pro-democracy party. 

Zhang. 4?. had been in 
police custody since he was 
detained on July 21 after he 
tried to set up a pressure group 
to help laid-off workers, the 
rights group said. 

The treatment of Zhang 
shows that "in addition to sup- 
pressing Chinese Democratic 
Party members. the 

Communist Party will show 
absolutely no leniency to dis- 
sidents involved with unem- 
ployed workers”, the Hong 
Kong-based centre said. 

In Hong Kong, democracy 
activists marched to China’s 
official Xinhua News Agency 
office Sunday and presented a 
petition demanding the 

release of the three jailed dis- 


sidents. 

"We arc demonstrating (to 
moke) the Chinese govern- 
ment... release Wang Youcai, 
Qin Yongmin and Xu Wenli." 
Muk Hoi- Wah. vice-chairman 
of the Hong Kong Alliance in 
Support of Patriotic 

Democratic Movements of 
China told Reuters 

Television. 

The stiff sentences come 
amid a nationwide campaign 
to crush dissent and subver- 
sion that has targeted activists, 
publications and the entertain- 
ment industry. 

President Jiang warned in 
wo tough speeches recently 
that subversive activities 
would not be tolerated and 
said China would never 
accepr Western-style democ- 
racy. 

Shortly after the warning, 
China targeted the arts and 
entertainment industries, 
mandating harsh punishments 
for those found guilty of 
“inciting to subvert state 
power”. 

The new rules cover writ- 
ing. music, movies, television, 
video recordings and comput- 
er software, outlawing materi- 
al rhar "endangers social 
order” — the catch-all phrase 
for words or deeds that chal- 
lenge the Communist Party’s 
monopoly on power. 


Republicans rap Gore effort on impeachment 


WASHINGTON (UP!) — 
The Republican Party is 
knocking Al Gore's intention 
to influence the impeach- 
ment trial in the U.S. Senate, 
saying there is "no control- 
ling legal authority” for the 
vice president to intercede. 

Gore told the Los Angeles 
Times, in an interview pub- 
lished Sunday, he hoped to 
cast tie-breaking votes and 
consult with senators during 
the trial next month that wifi 
decide whether President 
Clinton is to be removed 
from office. 


Gore, whose only constitu- 
tional duty is to preside over 
the Senate, figures he may be 
called on to break a tie vote, 
for instance, or to vote on 
procedural matters such as 
the admissibility of evi- 
dence. 

The vice president, wary of 
admonitions to the White 
House by Sen. Robert Byrd, 
D- W. Va. . not to “tamper 
with this jury," told the 
Tunes that he does not intend 
to “button-hole” his former 
colleagues, because "that 
would not be appropriate." 


In a release late Saturday. 
Republican Party Chairman 
Jim Nicholson said: "There's 
only one way for the vice 
president to “consult in a sit- 
uation like this.’ and that’s to 
take no part in the proceed- 
ings at all. He’s fiercely par- 
tisan. He's the vice president. 
And he has a clear conflict of 
interesL” 

Nicholson continued: "To 
use Al Gore's own words, 
there’s ‘no controlling legal 
authority’ for him to play the 
‘thirteenth juror' in Bill 
Clinton's trial in the Senate. 


and he’s got no business but- 
ton- holing the senators." 

The Senate is to sit as a 
jury, with Chief Justice 
William Rehnquist presid- 
ing. at Clinton’s trial. The 
procedure was called for 
after the House of 
Representatives passed two 
articles of impeachmenL cit- 
ing Clinton with perjury and 
obstruction of justice. If 67 
senators vote to convict on 
either count, Clinton would 
immediately be removed 
from office and Gore sworn 
in us president. 
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Pragmatists win the day 

IN THE initial days of Iraq's occupation of Kuwait 
in the summer of 1990, the Iraqi president made his 
troop withdrawal from the oil-rich emirate contin- 
gent on Israel's withdrawal from the occupied Arab 
territories. In those days the linkage was very popu- 
lar and reasonable to many in the Arab World. It 
even prompted Washington, eager to pacify its allies 
in the Gulf War, to launch the Madrid talks In 1991 
that have so far led to the Oslo accords, the Wye 
River agreement and the Jordan-Israel peace treaty. 

Today, as we come to the end of 1998, in the Arab 
mind this linkage is still relevant 

And today while the U.S. and Britain insist that the 
sanctions on Iraq will not be lifted before all of 
Baghdad's weapons of mass destruction are elimi- 
nated. the Arabs counter by demanding that all 
WMDs in the region be removed, an allusion to 
Israel’s massive arsenal. The Arabs also remind the 
U.S. that while it is demanding that Iraq — as well 
as Libya and Sudan — adhere to U.N. resolutions, it 
is not demanding that Israel implement relevant 
Security’ Council resolutions or the agreements it 
signed, especially with the Palestinians, under the 
sponsorship of the U.S. itself. 

No matter how justified and politically correct the 
Arab demands are, the U.S. and its strategic ally in 
the region, Israel, are not about to agree with Arab 
arguments because the U.S. is the sole superpower 
and Israel is the sole regional power and because the 
Arabs are divided and weak. In simple terms the 
vanquished cannot ask the conqueror to be fair and 
just The victors set their own terms. And it is obvi- 
ous what these terms are. The U.S. policy objectives 
in the region are to protect its interests (oil) and to 
ensure that Israel lives in peace with its neighbours. 
The “neighbours” by U.S. definition include all the 
Arab countries plus Muslim nations like Iran. All 
American actions in the past' decades can only be 
explained through these declared policy objectives. 
And these are not about to be changed. 

The Arabs, therefore, have three choices; either 
defy the VS. or succumb to its dictates or resort to 
real politics. The first option seems not to be on the 
table, not because the U.S. can dictate whatever it 
wants to the Arabs, but for the simple reason that the 
latter are divided and there is no indication that 
their division will end soon. To succumb totally to 
the U& will only bring the wrath of the Arab peo- 
ple on their governments and divide the Arabs even 
more. Pragmatism seems at the moment to be the 
right policy to pursue. 

Unfortunately, some Arab regimes do not seem to 
be able to play the game because they still live with 
the outdated mentality of the 1960s relying on 
rhetoric and threats and living in a make-believe 
world believing they can defeat their adversaries. 

It has been recognised at the Arab and internation- 
al level, especially among our friends in Europe and 
elsewhere, that the Iraqi leadership could have 
averted most of the injustice that befell Iraq bad it 
played its cards right. Unfortunately, Iraq did not 
only alienate its allies in the West but also its Arab 
brethren. While we agree that the new World Order 
is uqjust and unfair, we think that such brutal order 
cannot be positively influenced by defiance. Great 
powers like China, France and Russia do not agree 
with the way the U.S. runs world affairs. They know 
very well that if they challenge it they will lose. That 
is why they engage U-S. hegemony io a constructive 
manner. The least we should do is learn from them. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RaTs Fahed Fanek said one of the results of the recent U.S.- 
British aggression on Iraq is that it has weakened any Arab 
power that could potentially threaten Israel and challenge U.S. 
domination of oil in the region. According to such policies, the 
U.S. has every right to deride what its objectives are. and the 
way to achieve these aims, which include the destruction of the 
Iraqi people, and preventing Arabs from attaining the most sim- 
ple rights in life, Fanek said. But, asked Fanek. is it necessary for 
Arab countries to implement the U.S.-imposed sanctions and be 
a partner in the humiliation and killing of an Arab Nation? In the 
past, the justification for adhering to these policies was that the 
Arabs had no choice but to obey United Nations sanctions and 
rhe will of the w'crid community, said Fanek. But presently the 
situation is different, argued Fanek. as most members of the 
U.N. Security Council now stand against the emhaigo, leaving 
the U.S. and the U.K. stubbornly clinging to their positions. The 
derision to lift die sanctions on Iraq must be achieved by a unan- 
imous Arab move, (he writer said Otherwise. Jordan cannot 
wait until the embargo slowly diminishes, stated Fanek 

Al Dustour's Mazen Saket said plans to hold an emergency 
Arab summit to discuss die Iraqi problem following the recent 
aggression on Iraq, did not materialise as such a meeting “needs 
sufficient preparations to make it a success.” The writer said he 
did not believe the "preparations excuse” was the reason behind 
the delay, adding that the same problems in 1991 plaguing the 
holding of such a summit exist today. All Iraqis, however arc 
waiting fora summit, and an end to the embargo. If the U.S. and 
Great Britain use political and economic pressure to halt the 
convening of a summit, Arab regimes will be faced with a dis- 
aster. said Saket- 


Economic Review 


How prepared are the Arab economies for 


MANY OF the Arab economies 
are facing liberalisation through 
reform programmes and/or trade 
agreements such as the associa- 
tion agreement with the EU and 
World Trade Organisation mem- 
bership. The question that is 
often asked is how well can they 
compete and adjust to this new 
global environment? In other 
words, can economies that have 
traditionally been dependent on 
the sale of their natural resources 
for revenues: relying on restric- 
tive trade policies of high tariffs, 
quotas, government subsidies to 
protect their industries: and 
amassed large public sectors 
characterised by low productivi- 
ty and huge deficits, now benefit 
horn liberalisation while still 
minimising the economic cost 
associated with this trend? The 
answer is yes and it lies in 
increased specialisation and not 
oil: oil has proven to be not-too- 
stable a resource on which to 
stake a country's development. 

The fall in oil prices to around 
S10 per barrel (the lowest price 
in twelve years) had a great 
impact not only on the region as 
a whole, but also on Jordan 
whose productive, trade and 
labour markets have been entan- 


gled since the early seventies in 
the oil economies of the Gulf, 
such that its economy moves in 
tandem with the oil economies. 
The Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) is expected to lose S30 
billion this year if its production 
level remains around 14 million 
barrels per day and the price 
improves to $13 per barrel, 
which is not likely. In the pasL 
when the barrel was worth S30, 
their incomes reached SI 80 bil- 
lion compared to S70 billion 
today, which is S30 billion in 
comparison to 1973 prices. In 
other words, the drop in annual 
income is equivalent to $150 bil- 
lion. 

Furthermore. Saudi Arabia 
may suffer a $13.1 billion (29.2 
per cent) decline, revenues are 
expected to be $31.4 billion 
instead of $44.4 billion - as ear- 
lier expected - loss in revenues 
due io the shortfall in prices will 
increase the budget deficit three- 
fold to S4.5 billion in 1998. 

As early as 1975 economists 
recognised through the seminal 
work of Herbert Grobel and P.H. 
Lloyd that a high proportion of 
trade in industrial countries con- 
sisted of a mutual exchange 
among a group of similar goods. 


which they labelled as intia- 
‘industry trade (HT). This trade is 
comprised of exchange in similar 
but slightly differentiated prod- 
ucts, the differentiation resulting 
from imperfect competition, or 
competition among close substi- 
tutes which are demanded by 
consumers in different countries 
with distinctly different tastes. 
(In the model of competitive 
advantage, sophisticated produc- 
tion and demand are prerequi- 
sites for enhanced competitive- 
ness). 

Recent investigations have 
demonstrated thar the “more” 
developed economies have 

greater specialised trade struc- 
tures than those of the “less" 
developed countries. Hence 

industrialised countries tend to 
have more trade in the same 
products as a proportion of their 
total trade thaD developing ones, 
which could be restated as: the 
more DT the country’ possesses, 
the more likely an economy is to 
be competitive in the changing 
global environment. For coun- 
tries that are embarking on glob- 
alisation or liberalisation, the 
level of HT could be taken as a 
measure of their preparedness. 

Arab countries do not compare 


favourably with other regions in 
terms of HT. Between 1992-94 
the ratio of ITT in manufactures 
to total trade was 25 per cent for 
the region, up from 15.9 per cent 
between 1984-86. thus demon- 
strating a significant increase in 
ITT over a span of eight years. 
Furthermore, the highest scores 
of the Arab countries in ITT 
between 1992-94 were Oman 
(4 1 .4 per cent), Tunisia ( 30. 1 per 
cent). Jordan (24.8 per cent), and 
Morocco (20.4 per cent). 
How ever. Israel scored 58.4 per 
cent, industrial countries aver- 
aged S7.S per cent, the EL) 88.6 
per cent. APEC a stunning 90.3 
per cent. Mercosour 51.9 per 
cent and NAFTA 77.3 per cent. 

Additionally. ITT of Arab 
countries with the cost of the 
world is relatively low (16.1 per 
cent) - compared to 58.4per cent 
for Israel and 28.4 per cent for 
Turkey - and (21.1 per cent) for 
ITT among the Arab countries 
themselves, which indicates that 
•specialisation is the way to go 
for increasing intra-Arab trade. 
This also means that cooperation 
among the Arab countries ia 
trade is highly likely even 
- though they produce similar and 
not complementary products — 



among the reasons dte^;^ 
some economies 
ing enhanced sopbisticaiteii^j 
that the I^xintity 
avails information marc^readify 
about products, which is - Wfo | 
case for distant counto^a^yeyy 
important ingredient -m ^ 
sophisticated products. y^ ? 

So how prepared are-tb^Ai^)’ 


economies 
Not as well as they slwuldBf^ 
therefore efforts shodjd^fe 
focused on increasing 
petitiveness. .The ,bad;-iic»sr§ 
that the Arab region falls before 
the rest of the regional' 
blocks. The - good news“is^tS 
Jordan is among the 
scores in the region.. 
when evaluating trade; 

Jordan and trade blocks suchas ; 
the EU, the gap between Jc^j&a 
and the EU should be viewed as 
an opportunity for increasing 
competitiveness through'-nrore 
specialisation and nX wScfc 
would also reduce the econom y 
and social costs that may iqsc 
from globalisation. Let’sfros 
wait too long. 1 


The Palestinians have done their part 


By Pascal B. Karim 

THE WYE River accord signed in 
Washington on Oct. 23 by 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu contained a 
time schedule for the Israeli troop 
redeployment in three stages, in 
return for security concessions by 
the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA). 

The Wye River accord came into 
force on Nov. 3, after having been 
ratified by the Israel’s govern- 
ment, and on Nov. 20 the army 
executed its first redeployment. 
Netanyahu’s government then 
halted subsequent redeployments 
on grounds that the PNA have vio- 
lated the Wye accord. The PNA 
denied the Israeli government’s 
accusation, while the U.S. insisted 
that the two parties fulfil their 
obligations in accordance with the 
specified time frame outlined in 


the accord. 

The PNA. in fact, has fulfilled 
its obligations: ir has abolished 
provisions of the Palestine Charter 
deemed to be offensive to Israel - 
although it had already done so in 
1996 and earlier in 1998 — and it 
has issued a plan for combating 
terrorism, warned Palestinians 
against inciting violence, and it 
has started to confiscate unli- 
censed arms. 

For its part. Israel has executed 
the first phase of redeployment, 
allowed the opening of the Gaza 
airport, and released 250 prison- 
ers. 100 of them political prisoners 
and 150 common criminals. 

The prisoner release, however, 
was a complete farce as the PNA 
never intended or required the 
release of common criminals - 
going against the spirit of the Wye 
River accord if not its letter. 

Palestinian and Israeli commit- 
tees have met to discuss the ques- 


tion of the safe passage between 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, 
the opening of a Gaza seaport and 
future redeployments, and three 
security committees were formed, 
comprising the PNA, Israel, and 
the U.S.. to deal with cooperation 
on this matter. 

As can be seen, the PNA has 
complied with ail set provisions of 
the Wye River accord. It is now 
incumbent upon Netanyahu's gov- 
ernment to comply with Wye 
River accord, especially with 
regard to the second phase of the 
redeployment. As usual, however, 
Netanyahu prevaricates and brings 
out new conditions and pretexts 
which have nothing to do with the 
Wye River accord. 

One of the main conditions now 
set by Netanyahu for the next 
troop withdrawal is that .Arafat 
halt his intent to declare an inde- 
pendent State of Palestine next 
May, when five-year Oslo interim 


peace accord expires. 

Netanyahu has no business in 
objecting to the proclamation of 
Palestinian statehood. This was 
not one of the provisions of the 
Wye accord. The Palestinian peo- 
ple have an inherent right to self- 
determination and this right is 
embodied in their charter, particu- 
larly Article 1 Paragraph 2, and 
Article 55. Moreover, this right is 
recognised under international law 
and practice and has been specifi- 
cally recognised in Resolution 637 
A (W) of Dec. 16 by the United 
Nations General Assembly which 
recommended that “the state- 
members of the UJM. shall uphold : 
the principle of self-determination 
of all people and nations." 
Accordingly by virtue of this right 
the PNA can proclaim Palestinian 
statehood. 

Even U.S. President Bill Clinton 
has, by implication, recognised the 
right of the Palestinians to self- 


determination, when he stataJJn 
his speech delivered before, the 
PNC on Dec. 14 that “the 
Palestinians have a chance to 
determine their own destin/'bn 
their own land.” 7 / 

The claim by Netanyahu and bis 
foreign minister. Ariel Sharon, that 
Israel will annex the rest L af fbe 
West Bank territory under its con- 
trol, if Palestinian statehood is 
proclaimed in May. is both prepos- 
terous and illegal. 

As an occupying power r Israel 
has no right whatsoever to, do. so 
under the Fouth Geneva 
Convention of 1949.' - 

All Netanyahu seems *to-*be 
doing is malting false accusations 
against the PNA to please the 
extremists within his coalition, 
and to divest himself of Israeli 
obligations under the Wye River 
accord. 
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LETTERS 

Water agreement more favourable 
to Jordan than Israel 


To the editor: 

YOUR STORY, “Israel reaffirms its commitment to 
water agreement." published Tuesday. 15 December, 
is very revealing. General Rafael Eitan iTsomet 
Party). Minister of Agriculture of Israel, discovered a 
bit late that the water agreement with Jordan is not 
favourable to him. and he intends to reopen negotia- 
tions over water. Another official position came from 
General Ariel Sharon (Likud), minister of foreign 
affairs, reaffirming Israel’s commitment to that agree- 
ment. which, I take it, is inclusive of all the agree- 
ments and arrangements I worked out with him when 
he was minister of infrastructure, and have both our 
signatures on them. 

I say your article is revealing because the Jordan 
Times, as well as the Arabic papers who pioneered 
and stepped up the fury over the so called “water pol- 
lution” and “water contamination’’ last summer, cited 
a statement by General Eitan as evidence of their 
false charges. The general was quoted as saying that 
water from Lake Tiberias is not fit for drinking, and 
the Jordan Times and the other papers echoed it with 
excitement as though it was a journalistic hit piece, 
not realising that he was undermining the Jordanian 
interests by his statement. 

Is it clear to you now why Gen. Eitan is not happy 
about the water agreement with Jordan? I will tell you 
one reason now, and several other reasons later if a 
suitable context comes up. Jordan’s success in getting 
a storage facility in Lake Tiberias under the agree- 
ment and subsequent arrangements with Gen. Sharon 
has been bothering many Israelis. Jordan succeeded 
where many other previous attempts with support 
from the U.S. in 1953 and 1955 failed. Israel did not 
want to share that reservoir with any other country. 

Gen. Sharon was quoted as saying he would not let 
Syrians dip their feet in that Israeli lake. Jordan today. 


gets some 60 mcm of water from it every year. This is 
one reason why Gen. Eitan is unhappy with the agree- 
ment. I would expect him to be further unhappy about 
arrangements worked out last March regarding the 
diversion wall across the Yarmouk at Adassiya, and 
incremental storage in the lake, at least for a while. 

As to how much water Jordan now gets, your article 
erred again. In addition to the above 60 mcm, Jordan 
adjusted the summer sharing in the Yarmouk and 
increased its summer share by 13 mcm. Jordan was 
able to divert and store some 42 mcm of Yarmouk 
water in the Karameh Dam. Such an amount used to 
flow down to the Jordan River or be intercepted by 
Israeli pumps downstream. The total incremental 
water that Jordan gets under the agreement amounts 
to about 115 mcm, and not 60 mcm as your article 
erroneously reported. This amount will be increased 
after the implementation of the agreements I had 
worked out with Gen. Sharon last March, some of 
which are being implemented now. 

One more error in your article: the peace agreement 
did not “guarantee an additional 215 mcm per year” 
for Jordan. Had you read the agreements carefully, the 
only specified figures are (.10. 20, and 50 mcm). The 
rest of Jordan’s share is the Yarmouk flow after 
deducting 25 mcm for Israel, and whatever the dam(s) 
on the Jordan River and side wadis would capture. No 
figures are specified because such figures would 
depend on the rainfall season. 

Finally, your article could have been more revealing 
if it published the full statement made by the two 
right wing generals. 

Munther J Haddadin , former minister of water 
and irrigation. 


Non-political Arab-American literature exists! 


To the editor 

ON THE 13th of December, under the title “Books 
and Culture," Ray Hanania wrote that Arab-American 
literature is lacking in telling the non-political story of 
Palestinians and Arabs. There are quite a few books on 
this, but they are difficult to find as most of them are 
not registered under the Arab-American literature cat- 
egory. It is only recently that Arab writeTS. as other 
ethnic groups, have started to use the term Arab- 
American. Instead each has used his/her own individ- 
ual nationality. Who would think of Jibran Khalil 


Jibran as an Arab-American writer? 

I believe it was a group of female writers who start- 
ed to present themselves in literature under the title 
Arab-American. Together they have written a book 
called “Food for our grandmothers.” Some of these 
women include Lisa Majaji, Naomi Shihab Nye. and 
Diana Abu Jaber. Look out for their work. Mr. 
Hanania. and present them to your American friends. 


Vila Khreis 
Irbid 


Clinton victory in 
Iraq? It all depends 
on how you spell it 


By Ray Hanania 

IF THE MEASURE of vic- 
tory is found in the 
achievement of one’s 
goals, the U.S. bombing of 
Iraq is an utter failure. 
Unless, someone is lying 
about what those goals 
really are. 

The bombing certainly 
has been beneficial to 
President Clinton, 

strengthening his populari- 
ty in domestic polls and 
possibly helping to shore 
up opposition to his 
impeachment. But 

Clinton’s assertion that 
“Operation Desert Fox” 
achieved its stated goals is 
an exaggeration. It is typi- 
cal of the kind of semantic 
gyrations that is bringing 
Clinton’s presidency near- 
ly to its knees. 

Clinton claimed the deci- 
sion to bomb Iraq was a 
direct result of Saddam 
Hussein's refusal to allow 
the UNSCOM team, led by 
Richard Butler, to enter an 
unspecified area for 
inspection. Many, includ- 
ing myself, suspect Butler 
choose this site knowing it 
would result in a con- 
frontation with the Iraqi 
dictator. And that is one 
step short of an unavoid- 
able conclusion that 
Butler s action was intend- 
ed to give Clinton pretext 
to launch the unilateral 
attack on the eve of the 
House impeachment vote 
Only two of the four res- 
olutions voted on by the 
House impeachment com- 
mittee were adopted and 
tiien sent to the U.S. Senate 
for tnal. Although we can 
only speculate on how the 
vote might have turned out 
without the bombing, it is 

^ ai ^ Cll ^ ton s dec ision 
strengthened his popular 


support. 

The bombing of Iraq - is 
now “paused.” It: can 
resume at any moment 
despite Clinton's disingen- 
uous proffer that he settbe 
bombing date ' to avoid 
overlapping _ wth 

.Ramadan. 

Is anyone surprised. ^ 
despite Clinton's insistence 
of victory, the UNSCOM 
inspections have ■^iW r 
resumed? Why should any 
one believe him wtetn iic 
asserts that the atraefo 
destroyed Iraq’s abfliiy 
build weapons of^T^ss 
destruction? If thafi&Jj^ 
why is the UmtedNatiri* 5 
embargo not lifted =1- 

In fact, Saddam Hpisseik 
who again sujffltfd 
unscathed, has ' declared 
that Butler's UNSCOM 
team will not be permit 
to return to complete ^ 
inspections. Would, 
be surprised by alecdW 
bombing assault oiL.h?! 
during the U-S. 

lengthy impeachmeatteial.. 

Like the reasons Clint 011 
has asserted as justified 00 
for the bombing raids, the 
reasons behind tbe. U-N- 
embargo against -Iraq 
weak. too. 

The bombing • *** 
exploited by Clinton to 
help influence domesO.'- 
politics. On similar 
moral ground, the Uhittd 
Nations embargo.- is [JJ 
place because Clinton 
his allies lack a betterritsi' 
native to deal with Sadda® 
Hussein, a brutal dicta*# 
fashioned years age wjp) 
U.S. funding and mih®y 
arms, and who r today* 
refuses to go away.. . 

The writer is a Pales^a^ 
American author 
nalist. 
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Regent, out lines Jordan ’s position on Iraqi situation : 

Preserve dignity of people and unity of Iraq 
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following is the fall text of 
jjfg speech by HRM Crown 
Pffftce Hasson, the Regent, 
delivered to the Arab Parlia- 
mentary Union meeting held 
in Amman Sunday: 

1 # toe start by firs! asking 
you jo ieci te sourai A1 Fateha 
fordor manyrs. 

[' WELCOME you in this 
Hty Moa^ of Ramadan, the 
jjjoofl] in which the Holy 
Kpazrwas revealed I wel- 
come -you in Amman, the 
uapaal of Jordan, a country 
that takes pride in the Arab 
Nston and is deeply rooted 
in isorigins. I do wish you a 
comfortable stay here in 
/unman and a successful 
coherence to which our Arab 
Nation .is looking forward. I 
am : "confident that His 
Majesty King Hussein, who 
wifr Gad's grace has recov- 
ered from his illness and is 
expected to return home 
socn,is following your delib- 
erations with keen interest 
He wishes you all success in 
your work and hopes that 
your conference will adopt a 
sensible stand that serves the 
interest of Iraq. 

This emergent high-level 
meeting comes to ascertain 
the solidarity of the Arab 
Nation representatives with 
the Iraqi people. The Iraqi 
people have suffered from 
violent bombardment, the 
death of men and women and 
the destruction of the infra- 
structure of their country. 
Nevertheless, they stUl 
uphold foe dignity and pride 
of the Arabs. 

Our stand of solidarity with 
die Iraqi people does not arise 
out of pity; but is meant to 
convey a message to our Iraqi 


brethren that we are with 
them soul and heart, defend- 
ing their dignity as well as 
their right to free and 
respectable life. In fact we 
want for them to lead a safe 
and secure life in their home- 
land among their fellow' 
countrymen and to enjoy 
freedom, democracy and 
other human rights. 

Let us agree from the outset 
that our solidarity with the 
Iraqi people and ihai our 
defending their basic rights is 
paramount to defending foe 
people of any Arab country 
who might be subjected to 
aggression and suffering. 

It is true that this “is an 
emergency meeting, yet in 
dealing with foe issue at hand 
we should have a compre- 
hensive view of the whole sit- 
uation, otherwise we will 
have to schedule another 
emergency meeting. God for- 
bid. 

We, in Jordan, do know 
Iraq and its people; we know 
its glorious history and great 
civilisations. We also know 
that Baghdad, Kufah, Babel, 
and other Iraqi cities are live 
examples of the glory of the 
nation to which we belong. 
For it was on foe banks of 
Tigris and the Euphrates that 
the civilisations of foe Sume- 
rians, Assyerians. Babyloni- 
ans and Persians had flour- 
ished before the advent of foe 
glorious Islamic civilisation, 
this civilisation of enlighten- 
ment and moderation. 
Throughout history. Iraq has 
witnessed successive settle- 
ment of peoples of diverse 
origins whose civilisations 
have contributed to the mak- 
ing of this country. Wherever 
one looks he will not fail to 
spot traces of these civilisa- 


tions. 

Our stance in Jordan con- 
cerning the Iraqi people rests 
on the following principles: 

1 - To preserve the dignity of 
the Iraqi people, and their 
right to lead a free life; 

2. To maintain the continu- 
ity between Iraq’s glorious 
past, present, and promising 
future; 

3. To preserve foe unity of 
the Iraqi soil; 

4. To guarantee equal rights 
and justice to all people 
regardless of origin, religion 
or ethnic background. This is 
our practice in Jordan and it is 
what we aspire to see in every 
Arab country. 

In order to avoid foe recur- 
rence of foe tragedy of Iraq, 
we should reject any call or 
plan to divide or partition Iraq 
on geographical or ethnic 
grounds. We also reject foe 
establishment of any state in 
its north or neighbourhood 
based on race or religion, 
because we do not approve of 
the Balkanisation of the 
region. In this connection we 
particularly appreciate foe 
position adopted by our 
brethren in the Gulf states. 
Egypt and North African 
Arab countries with regard to 
the unity of the Iraqi soil and 
foe dignity of its people. We 
similarly appreciate their 
keen desire for Iraq to return 
to foe Arab ranks, for it is our 
contention foal peace and 
security in our region cannot 
be achieved without Iraq. 

We in Jordan have in prin- 
ciple rejected the policy of 
economic sanctions against 
any stale, in particular our 
Arab countries. This is why 
we have rejected the block- 
ade on Iraq. Libya, the 
Sudan, Palestine and for that 


matter any other Arab coun- 
try. This uniair policy which 
is directed against foe basic 
rights of man to existence 
cannot accomplish its objec- 
tives; for it is quite unaccept- 
able on humanistic grounds 
and is futile from a political 
perspective. The right to exis- 
tence has been foe major con- 
cern of the New International 
Humanitarian Order in 


We in Jordan believe in 
international legitimacy and 
the need to abide by it. We 
also believe foal dialogue and 
foe just implementation of 
international legitimacy in 
accordance with* explicit cri- 
teria constitute the most 
effective means to ensure and 
guarantee foe right of people 
to live in peace and security 
within their own borders. As 


‘Our stand of solidarity 
with the Iraqi people... is meant 
to convey a message to our 
Iraqi brethren that we are with 
them heart and soul’ 


whose establishment I had 
foe honour to participate. It is 
most gratifying for me that 
die United Nations have 
endorsed over 120 out the 
170 resolution* put forward 
by the Independent Commit- 
tee of the International 
Humanitarian Issues which I 
am honoured to have chaired 
for several years. 

In the context of our soli- 
darity with foe Iraqi people 
we would like to see its pris- 
oners of war released. Simi- 
larly, we would like to see all 
Arah prisoners of war return 
home. A* long as there is a 
single Arab prisoner of war or 
a missing soldier who has not 
returned home in Kuwait or 
any other Arab or Islamic 
state, our duty dictates thai 
we should exert honest, sin- 
cere, and transparent efforts 
in order to put an end to this 
tragic situation. 


for use of force, we contend 
foal it should be foe last resort 
in accordance with the spirits 
and principles of foe U.N. 
Charter, and only after all 
possible peaceful means have 
been exhausted. 

In Jordan, we hold fast to 
the right of our citizens and 
the citizens of all countries in 
this region to live in peace, 
free of foe threat of weapons 
of mass destruction. In this 
steadfast country, which lies 
in the heart of regional con- 
flicts. we endeavour to keep 
the entire region free of 
weapons of mass destruction 
and foe means of producing, 
storing and using them. How- 
ever. this principal should 
apply to all with no excep- 
tion. whatsoever. 

The inspection of weapons 
of mass destruction, whether 
carried out in accordance 
with current international 


conventions or agreements or 
in accordance with a special 
resolution against a specific 
country as is foe case with 
Iraq, should be compatible 
with certain criteria that spec- 
ify foe extent of adherence to 
such conventions and resolu- 
tions. Each and every country 
should accept such criteria or 
else it should be isolated and 
rejected by the international 
consensus and solidarity in 
order to implement such 
political resolutions. 

The Iraqi people, who have 
suffered a great deal, should 
not be left without a pro- 
gramme uf humanitarian aid 
which should secure their 
needs and relieve foeir suffer- 
ing. Such a programme 
should be free from political 
pressure and interests, and 
should adopt a fair and just 
policy for foe distribution of 
aid. If. in this conference, we 
manage to agree on such 
principles, we should be 
lending much needed support 
to foe Iraqi people, for none 
of us would like these people 
to bold a grudge against the 
Arab Nation. 

This conference should 
take foe initiative to explicate 
with facts and figures the 
amount of suffering and to 
specify foe means to put an 
end to such suffering in col- 
laboration with the 
international organisations 
foal have so far helped foe 
Iraqi people with integrity 
and impartiality. In fact, sev- 
eral Islamic. European and 
Asian countries do show sol- 
idarity with the Iraqi people 
on purely humanistic 
grounds. In this context, we 
should bear in mind that foe 
reconstruction of what has 
been damaged by the inten- 


sive bombardment requires 
remarkable efforts by the 
international community. 

At this point we need to ask 
ourselves this question; "For 
how long should our efforts 
and viewpoints remain scat- 
tered to the winds, whenever 
an emergency or a crisis 
befalls this or that Arab coun- 
try?” Indeed, we still hear 
conflicting voices and contra- 
dictory views in our quest for 
a mechanism and an imple- 
mentation plan to confront 
foe challenges and problems 
facing our nation. Similarly, 
we hear varied proposals 
ranging from calls for an 
emergency summit or a meet- 
ing of the Arab League Coun- 
cil to calls for a meeting of a 
limited number of Arab coun- 
tries. Ours is foe only region 
which has remained wifoout 
a code of ethics governing 
multilateral and bilateral rela- 
tions amongst its countries. 
Nor have we developed a 
strategy for handling crises 
and settling conflicts in an 
impartial manner. That 
explains why external inter- 
ference in our region has 
become an easy, yet costly, 
matter. In this regard you, 
representatives of foe Arab 
peoples, are no doubt capable 
of making up for this defi- 
ciency through devising the 
appropriate strategy and 
mechanisms. In so doing, we 
can prove to foe entire world 
that this troubled region has, 
like other regions, its own 
identity and plans to face the 
future. 

Wars have squandered and 
used up foe riches of this 
region. The Iraqi-lranian 
War. which lasted for eight 
long years, and foe subse- 
quent invasion of Kuwait are 


but dear evidence of foe need 
for this region to contain its 
own problems. Further, since 
1991 foe region has spent 
over $300 billion on arma- 
ment at a time when it was in 
a dire need to allocate this 
money in construction and 
human development. 

Furthermore, foe Islamic 
Republic of Iran, which lies 
between foe two oil regions 
of foe Gulf and Caspian Sea. 
should not remain outside our 
regional framework. We 
should also encourage its 
growing relations with foe 
Arab countries and its will- 
ingness to engage in con- 
structive dialogue with us. 

As for our people in Pales- 
tine. we firmly and whole- 
heartedly support them in 
foeir quest to accomplish 
foeir goals and establish foeir 
independent state on foeir 
national soil. We are all of the 
opinion that foe deterioration 
of foe peace process in Pales- 
tine is to a large extent a con- 
sequence of the absence of 
consensus amongst us. It is 
also due to foe fact that some 
countries do not honour foe 
agreements they concluded 
with others, when they 
should do so. Peace and sta- 
bility in foe region cannot be 
accomplished if internal poli- 
tics and partisan rivalry are 
transported to other pans of 
foe world, outside foeir 
regional context, thus serving 
as a pretext for evading 
international and regional 
obligations. 

May Allah guide you into 
doing what is best for our 
nation; and long live foe Arab 
World, free and independent. 

May foe peace and bless- 
ings of Allah be with you. 


Aqaba reveals earliest Nabataean-Roman settlement 

and possibly earliest known church 
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( Editor’s note : This is Che first of two 
articles on the latest excavations at 
Aqaba; the second article appears in 
tomorrow’s Jordan Times.) 

THIS YEAR'S Excavations by a team 
of archaeologists headed by Dr. S. 
Thomas Parker of North Carolina 
State University (USA) have clarified 
more aspects of at least three succes- 
sive ancient towns that existed at 
Aqaba from foe Nabataean to the early 
Islamic centuries. Among the signifi- 
cant achievements this year were: 

* new insights into the earliest town at 
Aqaba in foe Classical period. 

* farther excavation of what could be 
the world’s oldest church and an asso- 
ciated cemetery. 

* important new information about the 
extent of the early Islamic town, 

* exposure of large new sections of foe 
fortified Byzantine city wall, 

* further documentation of a major 
Nabataean ceramics industry, and. 

* a better understanding of foe gradual 
‘migration’ of the town from the 
north-west towards the south-east dur- 
ing foe mill ennium from foe 
Nabataean-Early Roman to the 
Abbasid periods. 

Aila was the name of the city in the 
Nabataean-Roman-Byzantine era (foe 
Islamic era city has been called Avia, 
.spelled- , with a Y, to distinguish 
between the two adjacent sites). 

An Iron Age port-town known as 
Ezion-geber in foe Bible existed in this 
legion; it may be the ancient town 
excavated earlier this century at Tell 
el-Kheleifeh, north-west of modern 
Aqaba in the former no-man’s land 
tetween Jordan and Israel. Tell el- 
Kheleifeh was abandoned in the 4th 
c ®tuiy BC, and there is no evidence 
a Hellenistic occupation of the 
fcgfoa between the 4th and 1st cen- 
tric* BC (though Rhodian stamped 
Mahdles from around 200 BC found 
Bf'Tell el-Kheleifeh hint at a Hellenis- 
ts presence in the area). 

Diodorus-, writing in the 1st century 
mentioned Aila as a Nabataean 
% and in the early 1st century AD 
Roman . writer Strabo mentions 
Afla ^s a “polis,” or city. Roman Aila 
had a strategic location at the south- 
frontier of the Roman Empire. 

- Wffi _^ termmu5 of a major trunk 
built in foe early 2nd century AD, 
jk yia NovaTraiana (Trajan's New' 
that linked Damascus and 
Syria wi* fo e Sea. At foe end of 
^ ^rd centmy AD, a Roman legion. 
™ e ^giph X Fretensis, was transferred 
^ A2a from Jerusalem; but there must 
been a garrison to protect foe port 
before the arrival of foe lOfo 
‘T^ en sis Legion. . 

- Jb? ‘Byzantine period, bishops 


from Aqaba are mentioned in foe 
records of several ecclesiastical coun- 
cils, starting in 325 AD, and architec- 
tural evidence of church structures has 
been collected over the years tsuch as 
capitals, chancel screen fragments, 
and inscribed crosses). Aila was a pop- 
ular stop for pilgrims en route to or 
from Ml Sinai, with "eight staging 
posts” separating Aila from Ml. Sinai, 
according to one pilgrim’s report dated 
570 A D7 The same report mentions 
that ships from India sailed into Aila 
carrying “a variety of spices.” indicat- 
ing that the port saw considerable 
commercial activity well into the 6fo 
century AD. 

Surface remains of pre-fsiamic Aila 
were first identified in 1990, some 150 
metres north of foe seashore, in a sur- 
vey conducted by John Meloy, as pan 
of foe University of Chicago-led pro- 
ject on Islamic Ayla. This area of 
Roman Aila is situated some two kilo- 
metres south-east of Tell eJ-Kheleifeh, 
and just north-west of Islamic Ayla. 

Scholars are still debating why foe 
town at Aqaba has steadily moved 
towards the south during the last six 
thousand years — from Chalcoli foie 
Tell Maqiiss near foe airport, to Iron 
Age Tell el-Kheleifeh to the south- 
west, then to foe south-east where 
Nabataean-Roman and Byzantine AiJa 
nourished closer to foe sea, then to 
early Islamic Ayla directly adjacent to 
foe shoreline.’ then to middle/late 
Islamic Aqaba around foe surviving 
castle north of the modem port, and 
finally to the modem town and port 
that have expanded yet more towards 
foe south-east. One hypothesis that 
deserves further study. Parker says, is 
that the shoreline has receded to foe 
south during foe millennia, and thus 
the settlements' at Aqaba have moved 
in tandem with it. 

The 1998 season 

During this vear’s seven-week season, 
foe project -identified architecture and 
cultural remains spanning a thousand 
vears. from foe late 1st Century BC to 
foe ofo Century AD.“ Dr Parker said in 
a recent interview in Aqaba. He says 
this confirms that a substantial 
Nabataean commercial city and port 
existed ai Aqaba by foe 1st Centuries 
BC/AD with large quantities of 
imported fine ware pottery, such as 
terra sigillata. and amphorae ceramic 
transport jarej from foe western 

Mediterranean. . 

Excavations this year showed evi- 
dence of a stone dam from the earliest 
Nabataean/Eariy Roman town. In the 
water stored behind the dam were 
deposits of thick day beds that in turn 
held evidence of mining aenvny. More 


domestic mudbrick structures were 
excavated in foe area of foe 
Nabataean/Eariy Roman town, in the 
northernmost part of the excavation 
areas, some half a kilometre north of 
foe comiche boulevard along foe 


waterfront. Some of foe walls of these 
early structures still stood some two 
metres high, and in places were asso- 
ciated with tawabeen (cooking ovens). 
The discovery of 25 tawabeen in one 
area, along with two circular installa- 



General view of the excavated building that may be a very early 
church from the late 3rd or early 4th Century AD (photo by Rami G. 


Khouri). 



A section of the Byzantine town wall with a tower at Aqaba, after 
restoration by the Department of Antiquities (photo courtesy of Dr 
Tom Parker) 


rions interpreted as flour mills, sug- 
gests intensive baking activity, which 
went on into foe early Byzantine peri- 
od in foe 4fo Century AD. 

Here as in other areas, foe early 
structures were abandoned, probably 
in foe 1st Century AD, but foe area 
was re-used again perhaps a century 
later, when new mudbrick structures 
were built. It was again abandoned in 
the 4th Centuiv AD. until foe area was 
re-used in foe 20fo Century for mili- 
tary' purposes. This pattern of an area’s 
use. abandonment, and re-use seems 
common at Aqaba, Dr Parker noted. 

Pottery retrieved from these earliest 
phases of foe town included 
Nabataean painted and unpainted fine- 
ware pottery, imported terra sigillata 
from foe eastern Mediterranean, and 
amphorae rom foe western Mediter- 
ranean. indicating trade links from 
these areas. A Nabataean/Eariy Roman 
dump excavated this year near the 
northern edge of the ancient town 
yielded rich deposits of pottery, 
ceramic slag, kiln wasters, charcoal, 
and other materials that clearly were 
foe remains of a ceramics industry. 
Further evidence of this industry was 
found in another excavated area slight- 
ly to the south-east which yielded nat- 
ural clay, water channels, and large 
quantities of ceramic slag and kiln 
wasters. 

A fascinating discovery this year 
was a Late Roman period jar filled 
with thousands of small fish bones, 
perhaps left over from foe production 
of foe fish sauce called garum. Garum 
remains from an Early Byzantine level 
at Petra have proved to be from Red 
Sea fish, suggesting foat Aqaba was a 
production centre and/or a transit point 
for this popular commodity in Classi- 
cal antiquity. 

A Late Roman/Early Byzantine 
cemetery (probably from the 4th Cen- 
tury' AD has been clearly documented 
at Aqaba. It comprised vaulted mud- 
brick tombs, of which 24 have been 
excavated to date. Each contained a 
single articulated skeleton in an east- 
west alignment (foe same alignment as 
foe nearby church, suggesting a link 
between foe cemetery and foe church). 
The tombs were simple rectangular 
structures made of mudbricks, at the 
base of a one-metre -deep shaft. The 35 
individual skeletons retrieved to date 
will generate useful information on the 
demography of Aqaba's population in 
foe Early Byzantine period. Dr Parker 
said. Many sherds from imported 
Egyptian amphorae were associated 
with this cemetery. 

The cemetery area was abandoned in 
the late 4th/early 5fo Century AD, re- 
used to house domestic mudbrick 
structures in the late Byzantine period. 



abandoned again for another century, 
and re-occupied again in the 3th Cen- 
tury early Islamic period (from which 
time a fine tabun and other associated 
installations were excavated this year). 

Jordan’s and foe world's earliest 
church? 

One of foe most exciting discoveries 
of the past two seasons is a large, 
vaulted mudbrick building foat is 
being identified as a late 3rd/earl\ 4th 
Century church — making it foe earli- 
est known church in Jordan and possi- 
bly in foe world. The structure is 
aligned on an east- west axis and once 
measured at least 25 x 20 metres. It 
had internal arched doorways and 
vaults, and some painted walls. 
Remains of a staircase suggest foat it 
may have had a second story. 

Artifacts recovered from the build- 
ing include coins, much glass (from 
church lamps?), metal objects, and 
pottery', including imported African 
red slip ware. A rectangular apse dis- 
covered this year strengthens the pos- 
sibility that this was purposely built as 
a church. A coin of foe Roman Emper- 
or Diocletian from foe foundations of 
foe building dates to foe last decade of 
foe third ceniuty. 

"All the architectural evidence, com- 
bined with its association with foe 
adjacent Byzantine cemetery, suggests 
that this was designed as a Christian 
basilica.” Dr Parker said. He nored 
possible parallels from Egypt, adding 
foat the plentiful Egyptian pottery' 
"may imply the presence of an Egypt- 
ian Christian community ai Aila in the 
4th Century. This would not be sur- 
prising, since we already have literary 
evidence for a Bishop at Aila in foe 
year 325 AD." 

The earliest known “church” facility 
in the world, from 230 AD, is a house 
foat was convened for Christian wor- 
ship at Dura Europus. on the 
Euphrates River. This may be the ear- 
liest known structure built specifically 
as a church. 

The Roman Aqaba Project has been 
sponsored by North Carolina State 
University and is affiliated with the 
American Schools of Oriental 
Research (ASOR), and foe American 
Centre of Oriental Research ( ACOR) 
in Amman. 
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Alleged reports 
on Jordan’s GDP 
dismissed by IMF 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
senior International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) official 
Saturday expected the 
1998 economic growth rate 
for the Kingdom to reach 
2.2 per cent. 

In a telephone interview 
from Washington with the 
Arabic daily A1 Ra’i, pub- 
lished Sunday, Antonio 
Fredito, a senior officer in 
the IMF Middle East desk, 
dismissed as baseless 
reports that the IMF has 
recently issued a report 
forecasting a decline in 
Jordan's gross domestic 
product (GDP). 

Fredito. who is in charge 
of following up Jordan's 
economy, said the IMF in 
September forecast a 2.2 
increase in the GDP, 
adding that the fund's 
forecasts are based on 
indicators and statistics 
provided by the ministries 
and institutions con- 
cerned. 

Last week. Planning 
Minister Nabil Amman 
expcted the growth in 
GDP lor 1998 to range 


A 245 sq.m first floor* with 3 balconies of only two-floor 
nice family building, 147, Zahran street - near the 5^ 
Circle - Jabal Amman -The best secured residential area - 
Completely cleaned, newly furnished, nicely decorated, 
sound proof & perfectly equipped including : fridge, 
deep freezer & satellite. Mnlti car parking avail able 


Iranians told to tighten belts 


Exchange Rates 


Swday, 27 -12-98 


between 2.2 and two per 
cent, based on estimates 
for the third quarter of 
1998. 

Commenting on reports 
about the IMF estimates 
published last week, 
Amman said he has no 
information about the 
forecast quoted by the 
IMF and about the bases 
for the estimates. 

Fredito said an IMF del- 
egation will visit Jordan 
next month to discus 
expected GDP for 1999, 
noting that a series of 
meetings and consultation 
will be held with Jordan- 
ian officials to discus eco- 
nomic developments in 
1998 and those predicted 
for 1999 in light of the 
state budget, the national 
development plan, eco- 
nomic activity and expect- 
ed investment. 

The delegation will hold 
talks with senior Jordanian 
officials on means of 
increasing the GDP in 
light of regional economic 
developments. 


TEHRAN (AFP) -— Irani- 
ans were warned last week 
that they will have to tight- 
en their belts Tn the -face ctf 
. the economic crisis facing 
the country as oQ -.prices 
plummet 

“Our oil income bias been 
almost halved, and we must 
all be" careful not to be 
wasteful," the country’s 
supreme leader. Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, told wor- 
shippers at weekly prayers 
at Tehran University. 

‘Hie rich and the well 
off, and the state itself, 
must reduce their spend- 
ing,” he added. “Unfortu- 
nately our . economy 
depends on oil income, and 


its pricing is out of our 
hands.” 

“May God curse those 
who based our economy on 
oil revenues.” he said, 
adding he would like to 
“close down oil wells in 
Iran, at least for a certain 
time.” 

The fall in oil prices, 
which has been going on 
for several months, has hit 
the Iranian economy bard, 
as its foreign currency 
income has collapsed, leav- 
ing a big budget deficit and 
a slide in its currency, the 
riyal. 

Iran, the second biggest 
OPEC producer with 3.6 
million barrels per day (2.5 


million of which are 
exported), gets 85 per cent 
of its hard currency from 
oil and gas, which account 
for half its budget. 

Foreign analysts estimate 
Iran's non-oil exports, led 
by carpets, at scarcely $3 
billion for the current year, 
and they expect them to 
continue to stagnate. 

The fall in oil income has 
started to impact on Iran's 
ability to pay its debts. Lat- 
est figures from the central 
bank show medium and 
long term debt amounting 
to $12 billion, or $22 bil- 
lion if short term hade 
obligations are included. 


Merrill Lynch sees dollar continuing 
to be world’s strongest currency 


NEW YORK <AFP) — 
Global growth, will slow 
to 1.25 per cent in 1999 
but lower interest rates" 
will prevent global 
recession, - ' Jh vestment 
bank 'Merrill Lynch has 
said. 

Next year will be char- 
acterised by slow eco- 
nomic * growth, ’ lower 
interest rates and a 
strong U.S. dollar, the 
bank’s ..‘economists, 
strategists and analysts 
said at the bank's 1999 
economic and investment 
outlook conference here. 

The dollar-should con- 
tinue to be the world's 
strongest currency, the 
bank’s strategists -said: — 

And while emerging 
markets may Wvfe passed 
iheir “maximum stress 


Qharkiyoun 


points," recovery will 
likely be slow and con- 
tinue to be a source of 
instability. 

.But they warned that 
deflation is a bigger risk 
for 1999 than inflation 
because of excess capac- 
ity. Consumer price 
inflation for 1999 for the 
industrialised world was 
forecast to be 1.1 per- 
cent. the lowest since 
1960, thanks to intense 
global pricing pressure. 

The bank’s chief econ- 
. omist Bruce Steinberg 
suggests 1999 will be a 
“year of transition.” 

But if restructuring in 
the United States and 
■ elsewhere'- -gees -“-far 
enough, the world econo- 
my will be able to grow 
faster in 2000 he predict- 
ed. 

He predicted that U.S. 
gross domestic product 
growth would slow to 


two per cent, and that the 
Federal Reserve fund 
rate would be cut to four 
per cent by mid- 1999. 

.The best that could be 
expected for 1999/2000 
would be a “soft land- 
ing,” with Iower-than- 
expected inflation lead- 
ing to lower-than-expect- 
ed interest rates next 
year, according to senior 
international economist 
Michael Harnett. 

The Merrill Lyncb pre- 
dictions are more upbeat 
than those of the World 
Bank - published earlier 
this month. 

The World Bank said 
there- was a- “substantial 
risk” of the world plung- 
ing into global recession 
next year if U.S. stock 
prices tumble, Japan 
continues to founder and 
capital flows to poor 
countries are shut down. 
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Public sector job cuts 
needed — Moroccan minister 


^Interior <J)csign Q»npair£ 

Sfitneisani 

Has Hie following Vacancies: 

3 Qualified Interior Designers j 

2 Site Engineers 

1 Sales person for Interior Design Items 
To start work in January 1999 *•::• - 

; 

Please send your CV to ’ ...X - > • , 

P.O.Box 811764 Amman 11181 " ' *1 


REQUIRES 

TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

(REF. TS/79/98) 

B.SC. IN ENGINEERING OR EQUIVALENT. PREFERABLY IN ELECTRICAL DISCIPLINE. 

MINIMUM 10 YEARS' EXPERIENCE IN TRAINING AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT HELD 
PREFERABLY IN ELECTRICAL UTILITY. BROAD INTER-DISCIPLINARY TECHNICAL AND 
ENGINEERING KNOWLEDGE. EXCEPTIONAL INTERPERSONAL AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS 
WITH ABILITY TO RELATE TO ALL LEVELS OF EMPLOYEES. CREATION. COORDINATION AND 
MONITORING OF A CAREER DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM FOR ALL POSITIONS WITHIN DEWA WITH 
SPECIAL CONCERN TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF UAE NATIONALS. 

ATTRACTIVE REMUNERATION PACKAGES WILL BE OFFERED. 

APPLICATIONS (WITH' COPIES OF EDUCATION- AND EXPERIENCE CERTIFICATES! SHOULD 
REACH THE ADMINISTRATION & PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT OF DUBAI ELECTRICITY & WATER 
AUTHORITY, P. O. fiOtt SW t .WBAI* FAX' 3&U27/32481 1 1 SHOULD BE FORWARDED/FAXED 
WITHIN TEN DAYS OF THIS ADVERTISEMENT A RECENT PASSPORT SIZE PHOTOGRAPH AND A 
PHOTOCOPY OF THE PASSPORT SHOULD BE ATTACHED. TELEPHONE CONTACT. FAX NO. 
. JF ANY..SHOULD BE FURNISHED. AGE SHOULD. NOT BE MORE THAN Jtl YEARS. 


RABAT .(R) — Jobs would 
have to be cut in Morocco's 
overcrowded public sector to 
reduce the burden on the coun- 
try's grass domestic product, a 
minister has saki 

“Our overcrowded adminis- 
tration represents a heavy load 
on die state budget The wage 
hill for the 771.230 civil ser- 
vants, army and security per- 
sonnel takes 113 per cent of die 
GDP,” Administrative Reform 
Minister Aziz Hoorine was 
quoted by the business weekly 
La Vie Eccaxxnique as saying. 

In 1997, Morocco's GDP 
Stood at 320 billion dirhams 
($34.8 billion). 

“This administration "rraisr be 
put on a^diet,” the minister 
said.” We must cut down Jobs, 
We have already started*© slow- 


down our recruiting pace. We 
will also encourage civil ser- 
vants to go on early retirement 
because we cannot resolve a 
problem by creating another 
one.” 

But he added that the govern- 
ment of Serialise Prime Minis- 
ter Abdenahmane A1 Youssoufi 
was still debating various ideas 
before taking “definitive deci- 
stoos.” 

The government last week 
said it had earmarked 750 mil- 
lion dirhams ($81.5 million) in 
the budget for the year through 
June 1999 to create jobs. 

ft appealed to the private sec- 
tor to help in reducing the level 
of unemployment, officially 
estimated at around 17 percent 
of the workforce of around 10 
million. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne 


I- •• 7 ; - . 


ACROSS 
1 Fragment 
6 Boxing 
decisions, in 
brief 

10 Whack 

14 Doggie 

15 Art school subj. 

16 Central part of 

a church 

17 San Antonio 
mission 

IS Sheep shelter 

19 Leave out 

20 First line of a 
John Dryden 
quote 

23 Part of MIT 

24 Rapping Doctor 

25 Rum drink 

29 Greek letter 

30 Spanish Mrs. 

33 Otherwise 

34 Chaplin's wile 
37 'The Mystery of 

DroocT 

39 Poem by John 
Dryden 

42 Wrongful acts 

43 List element 

44 Take off 

45 Sault_ Marie 

46 Clan members 
46 Fall bloomers 

50 X on a sundial 

51 Near or far 
follower 

53 Last line of the 
Diyden quote 

61 Press 

62 Countertenor 

63 Main artery 

64 Deep, slimy soil 

65 Par __ (for 
each day) 

66 Kasha 
turnover 

67 Vamoose! 

68 Jug handles 

69 Sits tight 

DOWN 

1 Straddle 

2 Neighbor of 
N.MOX. 

3 Horse shade 

4 Pinnacle 

5 Irrational 
fear 

6 Diplomacies 


By James p. McWalters 
Tlntay Park, IL 
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15 
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49 
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57 
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7 "Dial M for 
Murder* 
dramatist 
Frederick 

8 Solemn vow 

9 Spirited horses 

10 Sound asleep? 

11 Himalayan 
monk 

12 Tel __-Jaffa 

13 Apportion (out) 

21 Labor group 

22 To the point 

25 Ham and Iamb 

26 Assign 

27 Val d' , 

France 

28 Written part 

29 Cut comers 

30 Marshy lowland 

31 Stairway part 

32 Chips in chips 

35 Norse deity 

36 Bottom-line 
figure 

38 Quick and 
skillful 

40 interviewer 

41 Seles shot 

47 Enter by force 
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49 T-bone and 
sirloin 

50 Fundamental 
principle 

51 Class of 
compounds 

52 Components of 
everything 

53 Becomes faint 


54 Clapton or Idle 

55 Virginia rail 

56 Director Kazan 

57 Typeface 

58 "O don fatale," 

*9- 

59 Teensy 

60 Collegiate 
cheers 


' •-^.MA‘AMJT , 5REALLYA 15 THE GtAS5 HALF FULL 

5W0RC* ISN'T IT? I OR HALF EMPTY?I5JT SIX « 


1- • ■'■i 


OF ONE OR «ALP A DOZEN S 

OPAN<rr^7f$THf5rtAuy f 

m TaEseatfEK mx soovi f. 


1 LIVE FOR YOUR 
ANSWERS, SIR.. > 


Andy Capp 


OIMHOKUD 

<t rruam vnocuoa wTCMdnw. 
tonMnnwcoiK 


f HOW A 

piDtreo ) 

LASNiSHT/L. n. 

s. FU3 ? jr GREAT, \ 
RUBE. WE ' 
[ HAD A REALLY 
l ENJOYABLE 
IT 1 V NBHrarr > 


INCIDENTALLY, 

COULD YDU ^ 
r LEND ME A \ 

l tennertill] 
\ PA/OAY?y 

f SURE. 

{ I'LL SET MY j 
k PURSE J 


TIME JS MONEY— 
ESPECIALLY A j- 
S GOOOTW&S 

' wrm t at] 



THE BETTER HALF, 

1999 calendars 


By Glasbergen 

61AG8ER5EVJ | 


PoocH 


“I like this one — every day 
is February 14thr 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAMS 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
ona letter 10 each square, to 
form four ordinary words. 


Than be si 75 


[airpof 


GURAU 


eiue IWmw Hsdk Smvcm. Vie. 
As KbMs RaMread. 


FIRRA 


ZEFIRE 


GRUEFE 


Answer here: A 



TOUGH TO GEI 
FROM A fcROOKEP 
CAB PRIVER. 


Now arrange the ducted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomomw) 

Yesterdays Jumbles: 'PLAIT BRAVE - YEARLY BROKEN 
1 Answer.' What the orchestra saw the locksmith turned 
- PWntst was — A 'KEY* PLAYER 






Manager of Central Vegetables Market 
accuses retailers of hiking produce prices 


London optimistic it will remain 
on top of Europe’s financial heap 


LONDON 

Although 


(AFP) — 
Britain is 


RETAIL PRODUCE traders are 
the ones hiking prices and benefit- 
from the current situation 
Sough there is no justification at 
Si forraising prices of vegetables 
Jnd 'fniits, said Mustafa Abu 
khaa,’ the manager of the Central 
i Vegetables Market. He stressed 
liar- ili- types of produce are 
I booght at the central market at low 
i nrices but consumers do not feel 
I [bat because retailers are marking 
i up ihe prices. 

1 ^fter, a slight increase at the 
heEinniug of'the Holy Month of 
Ramadan; - prices of vegetables 
becan to drop gradually, Abu 
Isbaa’ said. He expects the prices 
i to continue declining due to the 
! large volumes of produce flowing 
1 10 the- central market. “The prices 
i 0 f fruits did not change for several 
months as the volume received is 
of "Opd quality and carries a rea- 
I suitable price, Abu Isbaa' added. 

1 He- emphasised that retail prices 
should be tied to wholesale prices 
and .that retailers should take into 
consideration the current prices at 
the -central market because they 
are the link between the market 
and the consumer. 

Meanwhile, the inspectors work- 
ing at the Amman Industry and 
Trade Directorate have issued 427 
tickets to violators during the First 
week of Ramadan. The violations 
were mostly for selling at prices 
hiijher than those announced and 
for selling food unfit for human 
consumption. There were also 
some complaints against bakeries. 

According to Mohammad Abu 
Hazim, the chief of the Amman 
Industry and Trade Directorate, 
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ARIES; (March 2 1 to Aprfl.19) You’re.lucky, charming, and . 
yoc’ve. learned how to play by (he. rules.. You rie drawing 
admirin g glances from powerful people. They’re basing their 
thoughts not only on what you're doing now, but also on 
what you’ve done in the past Don't let an opportunity slip 
trough your fingers. Tell others you’re ready for more 
responsibility, then prove iL 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You have bounty beyond 
your wildest dreams today, even if it looks like a hajkle. 
Don’t spend, rime dwelling on the negative, instead, look 
around you. Friends and family need your attennon; that s 
where you’re lucky in love. You’ve got plenty of il Stay in 
(ouch with that, and the hassles you're experiencing won t 

ankuuttoahillofbeans. . 

GEMINI: (May 21 id June 21 ) Somebody s leaning over 
yoa today, trying to get you to do someihin^on your list, u 
you knew how. you’d have done it by now, right? Well when 
die going gets tough, you get cranking, and this situation is 
no exception. You can leam what needs to be done, even it 
to difficult. Go ahead and face it and get on with lne. 
CANCER: (Jane 22 to July 21) One of your friends has 
been telling you what you should be doing, and you my rma 
that a little annoying. Actually, this person has your best 
interests at bean. The advice may be difficult fix you to toi- 
low, bat in this case, it could be wise. If the other person is 
heading in your direction, let him or her drive. _ 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Don’t let your mind winder. 
Tire impression you’re making now is a lasting one. lmpor- 
tantpeople are watching. Yes. right there in the front row, that 
guy with the funny hat could be an agent. So put on y 
bestperfbmiance. no matter what stage life has provided for 

August 22 to September 22) ^xi're m^S 
tim^s happen almost by magic, but it s not magi*-. ■ 

. yew aStSeT You're in such a good mood, it s 
People want to do whatever you ask. You re used to £ 
what other people ask, and sometimes struggling ccp 
your own feelings hidden. Today it’s not . 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) today 

w getting something you want for your home . . \o ® 

foe edge, because you’re more patient in dealing - 

people and figuring out your financres^ormtiy- g 4 v 
® soon delegate those chores to somebody el. . 
you’ll W it easier than usual. So, don t back dc 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 2 1 > locks = 
body else will be able to make the winning p >- 
person (he ball, or the information, or even the money. ^ 
cooid be; as simple as giving 20 bucks to your ^partn * 
goes to the store for you. Spend your tune doing sometnin, 

you can do better. _ u-'inrwi’t«ei 

SAGnTARIUS: (November 22 10 
togged down in a meaningless routine toda. . . n0 

a structure that makes your work day eas - 
fcHage of jobs, but you’d miher be 

could seem tike 12 eternities between nowand when you ^ 
there. Hang in there. , f like 

CAPRICORN: |December22 to Immyj 
: Wregetting all the love you need, and more. 

^attention, not only from people you knav, 

Pb you haven’t even met yet Don't he shy. 

"“■ol, and its a reflection of how nice you ■ 

Wre generous to others, they raum theses 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February ^^^'ddoir 
ymea3%and snuggle in flont at '* ™S*Sof planning, 
® asecohd. Well, it looks like with a !«» ' ™ ° ^, me one 

SiKTjEfcE.’SS, w “■* * IB 

tafc Ahnsh. Its a combination of your °wn i • you 

in effect But today, those con* do - m<7 . And 
^d°wn aodpay attention to what y . l0 

-^efrihis happras,' miracles stabilitv" ^vill 

u ? ta ugk abareaua2tic mess, and this increa. 

S^ youjust the boost you need. 

ftftStone of December Thrquo** - Z irCTn 


the inspectors are working contin- 
uously and intensively from early 
morning until 11:00 p.m. He said 
that all necessary supplies are 
available in the market in suffi- 
cient quantities. "There are 45 1 
tonnes of mutton. 60 tonnes of 
beef and a shipment carrying 
another 40 tonnes of mutton is also 
expected to arrive. Furthermore, 
there are eight containers loaded 
with 20 tonnes of fish and 12.000 
birds at the slaughter house," Abu 
Hazim indicated. He said that 
inspection tours have confirmed 
the availability of sufficient quan- 
tities of rice on the market at 
acceptable prices. "Australian rice 
is selling at 420 fils, American rice 
at 410 ffls and first grade Egyptian 
rice at 350 fils," he added. 

In another development, the 
president of the association group- 
ing owners of bakeries revealed 
that the consumption of bread has 
dropped by 50 per cent during the 
past few days of Ramadan. He said 
the lower prices of bread was an 
incentive to the decline in con- 
sumption but “the real consump- 
tion rate as a result of the lower 
prices cannot be accurately mea- 
sured except after the end of 
Ramadan." 

The president of the association 
warned against the resumption of 
smuggling because of the lower 
prices and asked that strict mea- 
sures. be implemented to prevent 
using flour or bread for uses other 
than human consumption (A1 
Aswaq + A1 Ra’i + Al Dustour). 


Middle East 
Investment 
Bank finds 
51 % partner 

AMMAN — The Middle 
East Investment Bank 
(MEIB) and the Societe 
General Lebanese Euro- 
pean Bank (SGLEB) 
have signed a partnership 
agreement, under which 
the SGLEB will own 51 
per cent of the bank’s 
capital, and will assume 
its executive manage- 
ment for eight years. 

The agreement was 
signed for the SGLEB by 
its Board Chairman Mau- 
rice Sahnawi and for the 
MEIB by its Chariman 
of the Board of Directors 
Ali Hamdi Mango. 

Under the agreement, 
the MEIB’s name will be 
changed to “Soceite 
General-! ordan” as of 

1999. 

The SGLEB is a 
Lebanese public share- 
holding company. The 
French Societe Genera) 
owns 50 per cent of the 
capital of the Lebanese 
company. 


staying out of the euro 
and Frankfurt will gain 
new prominence as 
home of the European 
Central Bank, analysts 
believe that London can 
remain Lhc financial 
hub of Europe. 

Placed in time zones 
between Asia and New- 
York. European markets 
fill a key role in the 
round- 1 lie-clock cvcle 


of international deal- 
ing. 

Ontil now, there has 
been no serious rival to 
the City of London's 
famous square mile, 
followed by second-tier 
markets in the other 
European capitals. 

But Frankfurt’s 

stature is growing as 
home base To the pow- 
erful single European 
currency. "while Britain, 
which is not joining the 
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first wave of 1 1 EU 
countries in the euro, 
risks being sidelined. 

However. analysis 
believe that London’s 
critical mass of exper- 
tise and its attraction as 
a place to live for the 
world's financial high- 
flyers will help the City 
survive. 

Chief economist at 
Deutsche Bank Group 
in Frankfurt, Norben 
Walter, said that as long 
as the market continued 
to believe that Britain 
would enter the euro, 
London's position "will 
stay — London will 
stay number one. "Even 
if "Britain kepi out of 
the euro long term,^ "I 
suggest that the infra- 
structure would make 
London the number 
one," he said. 

However, the Corpo- 
ration of the City of 
London — the financial 
district's municipal 
authority — says it is 
not sitting back. 

"There's no compla- 
cency. We're on top 
now and we’re going to 
stay there. Its the 
biggest market in the 
world. We’re going to 
be making sure that we 
offer the deepest mar- 
kets from here on," a 
spokesman said. 

Already, London has 
begun to reshape in 
response to the threat, 
the London Stock 
Exchange has entered 
an agreement with 
Frankfurt to begin lim- 
ited trading cooperation 
from January, with a 
view eventually to cre- 
ating a single trading 
platform for the top 300 
stocks in both cities. 

Other European 

bourses have been 
invited to join at some 
point, raising the 
prospect of a single 
European super stock 
market. 

Representatives of the 
bourses met here to dis- 
cuss the project on Fri- 
day. And earlier this 
year, London's futures 
market, the LIFFE, took 
the radical measure of 
adopting electronic 
trading," with heavy job 
losses"as a result. 

This was in order to 
match mounting com- 
petition from the small- 
er. but more efficient 
Deutsche Terminborse 
in Frankfurt, which has 
snapped up an increas- 
ing share of trade in 
German mark futures 
contracts. 

As it stands. London 
remains the unquestion- 
able king of the castle. 

Although the stock 
market is far behind the 
collosus of Wall Street, 
its capitalisation tops 


more than $2.1 trillion, 
dwarfing the $989.32 
billion "of runner up 
Frankfurt's Deutsche 
Boerse and $894.72 bil- 
lion of the Paris bourse. 

In foreign exchange. 
London tops not just 
Europe, but the rest of 
the world, with 32 per 
cent of the world mar- 
ket, compared to 18 per 
cent for the United 
States and five per cent 
for Germany and four 
per cent for France. 

London has a vastly 
superior share of inter- 
national bank lending, 
at more than 20 per cent 
in the first quarter this 
year, compared to about 


12 per cent for Tokyo, 
and less than 10 per 
cent for France, Ger- 
many and the United 
States. 

Al Deutsche Bank’s 
London office, senior 
economist Michael 
Lewis said, "I don’L 
think there's a problem. 
You see construction 
sites all over the City." 

“There's no doubt that 
London will remain the 
centre of the world's 
exchange. The share ot 
London has been 
increasing," he said. 

Besides, “you’ve got 
to- attract "people to 
Frankfurt. I lived there. 
Its not easy." 





•jEWELLERY 

-4tPj £ glamorous t WoKd..:Tfu ‘iVoridof Abnas ^ 

Shmeiwni - Adli Center B«ide Houston's Restaurant - Tel: 5697035 


The 

Catalog 

Shop 


Come in and place 
your orders NOW so 
we can insure delivery 
before Eld Al -Fitter 

• 

The Catalog 
Shop is Just 
around the comer 
from the Power Hut. 
Al Shemaissani 

Tel: 567 2040 


Order New 

We carry a wide variety of the best 

and most famous mail 

order Catalogs from 

around the gobe. You 

can also choose from the 

Clothes available at our * v-|| 

shop. JjgK. 

Opening Hem dtin.g Ue -odiU al RUMdin 
10.00 AH - 4.00 Pri Daily 
6.30 Pn - 9.30 P® Omlf 
Fridays 

11:00 An - 3:30 Pn 

Hiring Now Catalogs are also 
available at Miss' 
Female Pat Boutique 

Sales. Haber center.) 





Bayerischer Hof 
Restaurant 

is open daily during Ramadan 
from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. 


Sweifieh - Al Hamra Sir<*« 
Tel: 5819730/ 5S10811 


Jordan Marketplace 


*** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAMN I JEWELLERS 


"WAVES OF 


II At Amra Hotel 

Shops - Amman 



Studio Haig 1 \+~*^**~ 


Many villas and 
apartments tor 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605 / 5920609 / 1 079/530007 
Web Site is 

www.abdoun.com.jq 


Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 

20 x 30 cm. 


Shmelsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


Quality Serviced Suites 


*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 567455! 

L'-nuil . crystal go com. jo 


D lfBQf^ T 

This is w!M 
I call 

a satisfied 
customer 

Call 

5510427 Jl Q 


S? FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


The Arts Center 




Imseeh 
./cut Inj. 




rfccneditceL Studio. 
& TOonldAft gou/uc* 


Register Now 
Tel. 5529610 


>mrcv yorum 

Hotel 


Unique cl esign . 
for Unique'- people 

Urn Utha'.ns Tel.: 551T.20 
Qcvvntov,n Te 1 .: 4655317 

■.w.v. -.v:c- 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 



WMUS OF AH MAR MIT??? 


We Ve got great ideas for you at excellent 
prices 

1 For more information on our party package 
\ please call us y 
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Wihdat, Homentmen 
promoted to First Division 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A 1 Wihdat 
will join the country's top 
teams in the first Division 
basketball championship 
next year after winning the 
Second Division title fol- 
lowing their 74-63 win over 
Fuheis. 

Best known for dominat- 
ing the country's soccer 
scene, Al Wihdat have how 
made basketball their 
newest area of domination 
after only the second year 
in the sport. 

They will be joined by 
Homentmen whose only 
lost was to AJ Wihdat. They 
took the second slot back to 
country's premier division 
after an absence of three 
years. 

This year, the Jordan 
Basketball Federation 
(JBF) decided that two 
instead of one team will be 
promoted making the total 
number of First Division 


STANDINGS 


Team 

P 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts 

Wihdat * 

7 

7 

_ 

744 

342 

14 

Homentmen * 

7 

6 

I 

469 

385 

13 

Fuheis 

7' 

5 


526 

393 

12 

Ebbin 

7 

4 

3 

418 

476 

ii 

Ashrafieh 

7 

3 

4 

369 

388 

10 

Abu Nusair 

7 

2 

5 

343 

421 

9 

Rayeh 

7 

1 

6 

322 

474 

7 

Samma 

7 

- 

7 

173 

485 

6 

teams eight instead of six. 
The First Division 

Al Watani, a former First 
Division team who were 

1 8 with 
clubs. 

i the 

cone 


includes AJ Orthodoxi. AJ 
Ahli, AJ Jazireh, Al JaljJ, Al 
Hussein and Al Jeel. 

The only unbeaten team 
of the competition, Al 
Wihdat were led by coach 
Ghaith Al Najjar who previ- 
ously trained Al Ahii. They 
scored six of their seven 
wins easily passing the 100- 
mark. 

Al Fuheis finished third, 
followed by Ebbin, 
Ashrafieh, Abu Nusair, 
Rayeh and Samma. 


relegated last year failed to 
participate this season. Also 
missing were teams like 
Gazzet Hashem, Karak and 
Sahab. 

The JBF this year organ- 
ised only three other events: 
the First Division and the 
Under-14 won by Al 
Orthodoxi. and the Under- 
16 won by Al Jazireh. 

The women’s, juniors, 
and Under-22 were can- 
celled while the JBF is dis- 
cussing holding the Under- 


The national teams have 
not been regrouped 
throughout the summer 
with the JBF entangled in a 
controversy with Al Jazireh 
Club which led to the JBF's 
mass resignation. 

Although that was later 
retracted, national teams 
failed to take part in the 
recently concluded Asian 
Games where Jordan had 
obtained fourth place in 
I9S6. 


A look at the NBA lockout 


By The Associated Press 

• Total days of season missed: 54. 

• Games lost Saturday: 13. 

• Total games missed: 373. 

• Earliest estimated date season can start: Jan. 22. 

• Negotiations: David Stem and Billy Hunter did not meet 
Saturday, and nothing was scheduled for Sunday, with the 
league having set a Jan. 7 deadline to cancel the season. 

• Projected player salary losses f through Jan. 22): $480 


million. 

• Sunday's best canceled game: Houston at Los Angeles 
Lakers, 9:30 p.m. The speed and fadeaway jumper of 
Rockets center Hakeem Olajuwon meets the power of the 
Lakers Shaquille O'Neal. 

• Quote of the day: “We basically spent a lot of time cov- 
ering old ground and restating what our concerns were. I’m 
not sure when David will be back from Aspen, but I'll speak 
by phone with him or Russ (Granik)." — Union director 
Billy Hunter, commencing about Wednesday's meeting. 



Shaquille O’Neal 


Wachter 

wins 

women’s 

giant 

slalom 


SEMMERING, Austria 
(AFP) — Anita Wachter 
produced a sizzling second 
run to overtake her 
Austrian te amm ate 

Alexandra Meissnitzer and 
win the World Cup 
women's giant slalom race 
here on Sunday. 

■Wachter, a 31 -year-old 
veteran, continued her 
return from a horrendous 
knee injury incurred in a 
fall at Cortina in Italy last 
season to overhaul in-form 
Meissnitzer and win with a 
combined time of 2min 
07.90secs. 

Meissnitzer, the overall 
World Cup leader and win- 
ner of five previous races 



Austrian Alexandra Meissnitzer passes a gate during the first run of the women’s 
World Cup Giant Slalom in Austrian Se Damering (AFP photo) 


this season, led after the 
first run but finished 
0.74sec behind Wachter 
after the veteran’s superb 
second run. 


Andrine Flemmen of 
Norway, the winner at 
Solden, Austria, earlier this 
year, was third, 1.43sec in 
arrears of Wachter. 


It was Wachter’s ninth 
career World Cnp giant 
slalom lead. She was the 
1993 World Cup champi- 
on. 


Flo Jo’s death marks 
memorable year In athletics 


PARIS (AFP) — The old 
adage ‘never speak ill of the 
dead' was shattered on 
September 21 when 
Florence Griffith Joyner, or 
Flo- Jo the queen of the ath- 
letics body suits, died aged 
just 38 — re igniting the old 
debate of did she or didn't 
she take drugs. 

Her death, from an epilep- 
tic seizure which many 
within the sport attributed 
to her use of drugs during 
her career, brought back 
unwanted memories to the 
athletics community of the 
infunous 1988 Olympics in 
Seoul when Ben Johnson 
ran away with the 100 
metres gold and then rah’ 
away from reppiters.as 'he 
was leaving the J 'country ih ' 
disgrace following his test- 
ing positive for steroids. 

Johnson, now 37, also 
crept into the headlines in 
1998 as he was hired for 
free to coach Israeli ath- 
letes, who were also graced 
by the presence of another 
former drugs cheat 
Nigeria's 1996 women's 
long jump Olympic cham- 
pion Chioma Ajunwa. and 
later applied to have his 
lifetime ban rescinded for 
domestic meets. 

Griffith Joyner, married to 
Al Joyner die 1984 triple 
jump Olympic champion, 
the brother of legendary 
hep rath! ete Jacky, was as 
dominant in the women's 
sprints winning both 
Olympic titles. 

She broke the 200 metres 
world record in the final, in 
an astonishing 21.34 sec- 
onds, having broken the 
100 metres mark, with an 
equally astonishing time of 
10.49 seconds, in the 
Olympic trials. 

However, the fact she 
retired just before random 
drugs testing was intro- 
duced, her improvement 
from minor medallist in the 
1987 world championships 
to all conquering record 
breaker the next year, facial 
hair growth and a massive 
enlargement of her 
physique meant that to 
many she remained an 
Olympic champion of as 
equally dubious credentials 
as Johnson. 

Both the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
and athletics’ world govern- 
ing body IAAF sprang to 
her defence with athletics 
supremo Primo Nebiolo 
being particularly vehement 
in her defence. 

“Her family have had to 
endure irresponsible media 



.. Florence Griffith Joyner 

reports, that have ‘sought to; 
tarnish hef S^otatiotr 
without any real proof,” the 
Italian said 

Though Griffith Joyner, 
who went on to do numer- 
ous works for charity after a 
brief acting career, never 
tested positive for any 
banned drugs both her early 
death and the doctors 




T r- - — - r- 

; remarkable for the- perfor- 
1 mance -of ^hst400r metres 
hardies champion Pawel 
Januszewski of Poland, 
who had been read the last 
rites last November. 

Januszewski who ran a 
national record to overhaul 
race favourite Ruslan 
Maschenko in the final 20 
metres, went into a coma 


ATHLETICS IN 1998 


refusal to reveal her med- 
ical records means her ath- 
letics record will always be 
open to question. 

Flo-Jo, who was hon- 
oured later in the year by 
the IAAF. never lived to see 
her records broken but it 
only looks a matter of time 
before the outstanding 
Marion Jones breaks the 
100 metres mark. 

Jones, the world champi- 
on ar the distance, came 
closest when she ran 10.65 
at altitude in Johannesburg 
at September’s World Cup 
meet having twice run 
10.71 earlier in the season, 
but the 23-year-old remains 
relaxed about when she will 
break the record 

“How much faster can I 
go? Let's just get under 
10.49 first,” Jones said. 

Even Jones, though, is not 
infallible, succumbing to 
her first defeat in 38 events 
when the ageless Heike 
Drechsler beat her in the 
long jump at the World Cup 
to add to the European title 
she captured in Budapest in 
August. 

The European champi- 
onships, apart from. 
Denmark’s Kenyan-born 
dual world record holder 
and dual world champion 
Wilson Kipketer finding the 
800 metres tide beyond him 
after coming back from a 
severe bout of malaria, was 


last November after a car 
crash and still runs despite 
having a blood dot on the 
brain. 

“I was told I would never 
walk again, but Poles never 
take no for on answer and 
once I had achieved that I 
thought anything was possi- 
ble,” Januszewski said. 

“This though is just unbe- 
lievable, it's a bonus I could 
not have imagined even a 
fortnight before the cham- 
pionships,” he added. 

The European 

Championships may have 
. been hit by absenteeism but 
they could thank their lucky 
stars they were not the 
organisers of the 
Commonwealth Games, 
who suffered hugely 
because they refused to 
bow to the athletes 
demands by paying neither 
prize money nor appear- 
ance fees. 

The Games, which took 
place in Kuala Lumpur, 
descended into farce when 
it developed into a slanging 
match between organisers 
and Nebiolo over the World 
Cup being scheduled a few 
days before the athletics 
started. 

The Games, though, did 
produce the race of the sea- 
son as Trinidad's extrovert 
sprinter Ato Boldon denied 
Frankie Fredericks of 
Namibia the 100 metres 


title, ending the nice man of 
athletics hopes of winning a 
‘blue riband’ championship. 

The Commonwealth also 
produced further proof that 
Welshman Christian 
Malcolm is the man to 
watch in the sprints as he 
captured the silver medal in 
the 200 metres to add to the 
100 and 200 world junior 
titles won in July - a good 
pay-off for his decision not 
to sign professional football 
forms with Queens Park 
Rangers. 

Nebiolo, despite being 
heavily criticised for his 
autocratic behaviour, has 
almost singlehandedly kept 
.-athletics «v4he front rank of - ' 
sports .- — 

- He saw his brainchild of 1 
the Golden League, a mil- 
lion-dollar bonus share out 
between any athlete who 
won all seven Golden 
League meetings in select- 
ed disciplines and the 
Grand Piix Final, make its 
debut with mixed results. 

The money made athletes 
give higher priority to play- 
ing safe and win the events 
than try for a world record, 
which is what most of the 
spectators pay to see. and 
the organisers will have to 
be careful that the already 
disenchanted crowds don’t 
turn their backs on the sport 
as money becomes the sole 
object and not breaking 
records. 

Three athletes ended up 
sharing the million dollars 
trough, Jones, and the two 
world- record-breaking ath- 
letes of the year Haile 
Gebrselassie of Ethiopia, 
who regained both the 
5,000 and 10,000 metres 
records, and Moroccan 
Hicham El Guerrouj, who 
broke the 1500 metres 
marie. 

However, American 400 
metres hurdler Brian 
Bronson cut the saddest 
sight as he missed out on a 
share of the kitty when he 
made a mess of the final 
hurdle and faded into sixth. 

Bronson, who also lost 
out at the 1 997 world cham- 
pionships taking bronze 
when he was favourite, had 
tempted fate before the race 
when .asked what he might 
do if he won the money. 

‘Til make some invest- 
ments,” he said, 

Bronson did not get the 
chance to make those 
investments but he earned 
more out of the defeat — 
the meaning of die word 
hubris. 
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PHILADELPHIA 'V 


Kurt Russel & 
Martin Short .. in 

CAPTAIN RON 


Shows: 12:15. 2:15,6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 



CINEMA 


TEL.-463-U44 


PHILADELPHIA '2 


Tim Allen & 
Kristie Alley .. in 

FOR RICHER 
OR POORER 


A 








Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:30, 
8:30, 10,30 


CINEMA TEL369923H ST 

PLAZA 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 




SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows; 12:30,3:30.6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TELJ677420 

CONCORDE 




A 


CQNCQRDE-i; 


Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

lOMANNANA 

cwcqrpe:x. 

Adel Imam .. in 

RISALA UAL MALI 

Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

-A Zx 


CINEMA JEL3934793 

GALLERIA 1. 


ABDOUN 

wvw.cns.com.jo/Galleria 




Michael Keaton .. in 

DESPERATE 

MEASURES 

Shows: 6:15. 8:30, 10:45 


f CINEMA 
f5934793 


1 


TEL: 


ABDOUN 

www. ens, com, jo/Galleria 
Arnold Schwarzeneggar .. in 


JINGLE ALL 
THE WAY 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 




2 


gilflum T&naa ‘Theatre' 


Watch out for 


the new 


2 




c 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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jDlOni, web site for 9th 
pan-Arab Games 

S'; AMMAN — The Cabinet has allocated JDIO million 
'of its budget for the Pan-Arab Games, which will be 
", beld -here Aug. 15-31. 1999, Amman Games Director 
* baffl Aridah said. Aridah added that new regulations 
will be set up to control expenses and focus on hold- 
^ ing. training camps for national and Arab teams in 
; Amman. The director said the Municipality of Greater 
‘Amman will end construction of the JD 1.5 million 
-Olympic-size swimming pool and the JD4.6 million 
" indoor court by next June. The Games will soon have 
|? 3 - web site and Internet facilities ar the Games head- 
■l quarters, according to Aridah. 

Karate team to train in Belgrade 

AMMAN — The Jordan Karate Federation (JKF) said 
the' Yugoslav federation has officially invited the 
national team to a two-week training camp in 
Belgrade- JKF sources added that the federation will 
study the invitation to the camp, which will help the 
team prepare for next year’s Pan- Arab Games. 

National tennis team to get 
Bulgarian coach 

i AMMAN — The Jordan Tennis Federation has nomi- 
f-: rated a Bulgarian coach to prepare and supervise the 
L ’national teams for next summer's Pan- Arab Games. 

Two of Iraq's top-ranked coaches currently train the 
p team which has not had competitive results in any 
■ recent regional tournament. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining room, TV 
room, 2 bathrooms, big kitchen, laundry room with 
garage and telephone. 

location: Excellent-opposite Radisson SAS Hotel. 

: " Interested please call 5663849 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 

- central heating, separate entrance. 

The best location in Al Rabia. 

Please call Mobile: 079/568280 
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RadissonJKf 

P E S P R T » d * P * 

• - .. The difference is genuine. 

i'-'i JD/^ Per ^ ou ^ e room ' P er ni 9 hl a " 
.Uw OU ind. on Bed & Breakfast basis 
* ' and FREE Iftar dinner for two. Whether you 

want to stay active or simply unwind, our 
comfortable guest room and resort facilities 
are there for you and your family! We will 
. r ■ gladly treat you with our Super Breakfast 

buffet, and up to 2 children under 1 2 stay 
free in your room. Offer valid from Dec 2 1 
until January 15, 1999 far Jordanian 
citizens and local residents only. Ramadan 
Karim from Radisson SAS Hotels Jordan. 


XINOS BOULEVARD »P.O. BOX 215 • AQABA 771 10 • JORDAN 
For reservations call 03 2012426 




me 

went time. 

doors daily at 4:30 p.m. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Wynalda returns to the States 

LONDON (AFP) — United States international striker 
Eric Wynalda has failed to secure a contract with English 
Premiership stragglers Charlton. The London club have 
lost their last six matches and are in danger of relegation 
but manager Alan Curbishley said Sunday he had not 
been impressed by Wynalda when the former 
Saarbracken striker trialled at The Valley. The experi- 
enced forward, 29, has won close to JQQ caps for the 
United States and has scored 32 goals in international 
football. “Wynalda has gone back because I didn't think 
he was better than what I had,” Curbishley said. “I’m not 
going to spend on someone I don't believe is going to 
improve my squad.” 


Fernandez confirms for New 
Zealand classic 

AUCKLAND (AFP) — American Mary Joe Fernandez 
has been confirmed to contest the women’s international 
tennis tournament here next month. Tournament director 
Richard Palmer said Sunday he had received confirma- 
tion. Fernandez of Miami has won seven WTA singles 
titles. 3 9 doubles titles, two Olympic doubles titles, two 
Grand Slam doubles titles and more than $5 million in her 
13-year career. In 1985 Fernandez became the youngest 
player at 14 years and eight days to win a U.S. Open. The 
second youngest was Jennifer Capriati in 1990. Other late 
inclusions to the international lineup are Argentinian 
Paola Suarez and Germany's Andrea Glass. 

Arsenal’s Anelka out for 3 weeks 

LONDON (AFP) — Arsenal's French striker Nicolas 
Anelka is out for up to three weeks with an ankle injury 
following the Gunners 1-0 Premiership victory at home to 
West Ham on Saturday. Arsenal coach Arsene Wenger 
claimed the blow was a major setback to Arsenal's resur- 
gent title chances. Anelka was superb in the opening half 
hour and Wenger believed it was Anelka 's best 30 minutes 
of the season before he went off. “Maybe the fact that Ian 
Wright was back here at Highbury for the first rime 
inspired Nicolas but he has been improving from game to 
game,” said Wenger. “When we lost him it was a blow to 
our balance in the team. He will be out for a while, prob- 
ably between two and three weeks. It's a big blow as he's 
the kind of player we don't have in the squad.” 

Freund leaves for Tottenham 

BONN (R) — Borussia Dortmund midfielder Steffen 
Freund has signed a 3-1/2 year contract with Tottenham 
Hotspur after the teams agreed a 2 million mark ($1.2 mil- 
lion) transfer fee, German sport news agency SID report- 
ed on Sunday. Dortmund said Freund would move to the 
English premier league side during the current winter 
break in Germany after signing a contract through to the 
summer of 2003. Freund was in Germany V squad at this 
year’s World Cup finals but has struggled with injury. His 
Dortmund contract would have expired at the end of the 
season. Freund, who has played in 21 matches for the 
German team, has clashed over tactics with Dortmund 
trainer Michael Skibbe this year and spent five straight 
matches sitting on the bench. 


SECRETARY WANTED 

Petra International Dialogue Organisers in 
Shmeisani has a vacancy for an Executive 
Secretary with the following qualifications: 

1. Experience of no less than 5 years. 

2. Proficient in English. 

3. Excellent English and Arabic typing. 

For information pis call director of the Dialogue at 

Tel.: 5673224 or 5660472 


Night search starts for missing 
Sydney-Hobart crewman 

Yachts in trouble as wild weather hits fleet 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Rescuers were 
searching Sunday for a crewman 
swept overboard during the Sydney to 
Hobart yacht race as the fleet of the 
premier blue water event was bane red 
by heavy winds and seas. 

The crewman on Australian yacht 
Sword of Orion was swept overboard 
Sunday and was still missing as dark 
fell over the fleet, search and rescue 
spokesman Ryan Hill told Sky News. 

Several aircraft carrying night vision 
equipment had been dispatched to 
search for the missing yachtsman, but 
the chances of finding him in the 
heavy seas appeared dim. Hill said. 


Twenty of the 115 boats that depart- 
ed Sydney Harbour on Saturday had 
withdrawn amid the worst storms to 
hit the race since 1993. organisers 
said. 

Rescuers responded to a mayday call 
from one boat that rolled in heavy seas 
while at least one other, the Winston 
Churchill, was abandoned by its crew, 
national television reported. Rescue 
teams winched three injured sailors to 
safety after the Winston Churchill was 
dismasted and rescued the other nine 
crew members from a liferaft. accord- 
ing to the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation. 


Several other boats were reported 
damaged and organisers said some 
were making toward shore to seek 
shelter from winds gusting to 70 knots. 

Race director Biddy Badenoch said 
conditions were the worst the race had 
seen since 1993, when gale-force 
winds forced 6b of the 104 starters to 
retire. But the race leader. American 
maxi Sayonara. and Australian maxi 
Brindabella appeared to have outran 
the most severe winds and continued 
on record pace as they crossed Bass 
Strait late Sunday in winds of up to 45 
knots. 


For better and worse, Vikings 
and Chiefs set NFL records 


NASHVILLE (AFP) — 
Minnesota and Kansas 
City won Saturday to 
complete American foot- 
ball record-setting sea- 
sons, one the Vikings 
might recall forever and 
one the Chiefs would pre- 
fer to forget. 

Minnesota became the 
highest-scoring team in 
National Football League 
history here with a 26-16 
victory over Tennessee, a 
triumph that made the 
Vikings only the third club 
in NFL history to finish a 
season 15-1. 

“It probably won’t hit 
me until April that we had 
such a great season.” said 
Vikings defensive tackle 
John Randle. “We have 
bigger goals than 15-1, 
though." 

The Vikings had already 
sealed a first-round bye 
and home-field edge 
throughout the playoffs. 
On Saturday they claimed 
an NFL season record 
with 556 points, 15 more 
than the old mark set by 
Washington in 1983. 

“Hopefully we can go to 
the playoffs and continue 
our success.” said star 
rookie receiver Randy 
Moss. “It really doesn’t 
mean much until we reach 
the top." 

That goal, a Super Bowl 
crown, is a distant dream 
for Kansas City, a 31-24 
winner at Oakland in the 
day's only other NFL 


‘Make A Difference’ 

The Directorate of Women’s Affairs in the Jordanian Armed Forces is 
looking to recruit two Jordanian female, college graduates, to attend the 
Officer training course at the world renowned Royal Military Academy, 
Sandhurst, U.K. 

The Directorate of Women’s Affairs is charged with the responsibilities of 
improving and reshaping the future roles of women serving in the JAF. 

If you are a natural leader, ready to take on a challenging and fulfilling 
career in our Armed Forces, we are looking for you. 

The job entails shaping future policies, opening new job roles for women, 
pioneering new ideas and projects, travel, and chances to further educate 
yourself on military courses both within Jordan and overseas. If you wish 
to be part of a modern, forward thinking Directorate and be a role model 
for future generations, we want you. 

You must fall into these guidelines: Jordanian, between the ages of 20 to 
25 years old, physically fit, college graduate with no less than a 
Bachelors degree, (preferably, but not exclusively in the following majors: 
Administration, Law, Psychology, Physical Fitness, Sociology, or Social 
Science). Must be fluent in Arabic and English. 

If you are adventurous, inspired to make a difference, and ready to take 
on the challenge, please send your CV/resume to the following fax 
number 535-9-343 

“Make a Difference” 

To apply please go to the Directorate of Officers’ Affairs; Public Relations 
Office in General Headquarters, Jabal Weibdeh, Amman. You must bring 
with you the following: 

1. A certified copy of your University Degree. 

2. College transcript. 

3. A document showing the equivalency of degrees from foreign 
universities to that of Jordanian universities. In addition to a 
document proving you are not committed to the Ministry of Education. 

4. The original birth certificate. 

5. A certified copy of the “Family book.” 

6. Two passport photographs. 

Applications will be received up until the 10th of January 1999. 


game. It was the Raiders’ 
1 7th loss in their past 1 9 
games against the Chiefs. 

Kansas City ended a dis- 
appointing 7-9. the first 
losing record in coach 
Marty Schottenheimer's 
career, and made 12 penal- 
ties to finish with 156 for 
the season, equaling an 
NFL mark set by Oakland 
in 1994 and 1996. 

“It's a dubious distinc- 
tion that I’d rather not go 
out with," said 
Schottenheimer. “Game 
after game, it just mounted 
up. It's all water under the 
bridge now.” 

Randall Cunningham, 
receivers Moss and Cris 
Carter and kicker Gary 
Anderson have the 
Vikings sailing along. 

Cunningham, who 
signed a five-year contract 
extention on Christmas 
Eve, played * the whole 
way with a broken bone in 
his left hand. The right- 
handed passer completed 
16-of-18 second half pass- 
es for 156 yards and two 
touchdowns. For the game 
he was 23-of-35 for 235 
yards. 

“A 1 5- 1 record is awe- 
some," Cunningham said. 

The Vikings trailed 13-8 
at half-time but Moss 
caught a five-yard touch- 
down pass and Carter 


scored on a 3S-yard pass 
play, the 101 si touchdown 
reception of his career. 

Anderson had three field 
goals and an extra point to 
become the NFL’s first 
perfect kicker for an entire 
season. Anderson convert- 
ed on 35-of-35 field goal 
attempts and all 59 con- 
versions after touch- 
downs. “I’m just so excit- 
ed because of the pressure 
during the last month just 
kept building and build- 
ing,” Anderson said. 

He also set a single-sea- 
son record for points by a 
kicker with 164. breaking 
the 15-year-old mark of 
161 by Mark Moseley of 
Washington. 

“We are extremely proud 
of Gary Anderson," said 
Vikings coach Dennis 
Green. “The first time in 
the history of the game — 
a perfect season. He is a 
big addition to our team." 

Carter finished with six 
catches for 7S yards and 
Moss had five receptions 
for 32 yards. 

The Vikings also broke 
the NFL record for most 
touchdown receptions by 
a receiving duo with 28 by 
Moss (17) and Carter t 1 1 ). 
Jerry Rice was involved in 
two 27-touchdown sea- 
sons for San Francisco in 
1987 and 1989. 


The Vikings won their 
final eight games after a 
27-24 loss ai Tampa Bay 
on November l, surpass- 
ing Denver for this sea- 
son's best NFL record and 
matching the 1984 San 
Francisco 49ers and the 
1 985 Chicago Bears at 1 5- 
1. 

When the Vikings open 
the playoffs in two weeks, 
they will try to snap a 1-5 
showing in post-season 
play under Green and 
erase an 0-4 legacy of 
Super Bowl losses dating 
to 1970. 

“We’re going into the 
playoffs with the best 
team we have ever taken 
to the playoffs in the last 
six years," Green said. 

The Oilers finished 8-8 
for the third season in a 
row in the team's final 
game as the Oilers. 
Tennessee will be known 
as the Titans in 1999, 
dropping the nickname 
they took when departing 
Houston. 

“There was a lot of emo- 
tion." said Oilers owner 
Bud Adams, who founded 
the team in 1959. “I 
picked the name in 1959. 
that’s a lot of time and 
memories. We're ready to 
start our new era as the 
Titans and ready to go for- 
ward." 


FOREIGN EMPLOYMENT 

Professional Opportunities in Bahrain with Awal Plastics 
A leading sign manufacturer serving the Arabian Gulf 
SALES / MARKETING MANAGER 
Qualifications: Degree majoring in Marketing or degree in an Engineering discipline with a 


recognised marketing qualification and corporate membership of Chartered Institute of Marketing or 
equivalent 

Experience: Minimum of 12 years in the area of sales and marketing and out of which at least 5 years 
should be hands on selling and 5 years at a senior level leading and directing a sales/marketing team 
in a manufacturing organisation. 

The position demands translormational leadership, vision and qualities to cause change and turn 
around our large sales and marketing organisation operating in the Guif. 

Following are major attributes we look for: 

• To design marketing plans, sales force planning, controlling, and evaluation of their performances, 

• To establish a system to analyse competitor performance, to measure, forecast and capture new 
markets for the existing product range and also to research and recommend possible new markets 
to launch new products with a view to diversify. 

Candidates are encouraged to provide evidence of achievements in these areas at the time of the 
interview. 

Age: Around 40 years. 

Terms & Conditions: Attractive salary package with company maintained car — negotiable. 


Applicants should enclose following documents with the CV: 

• a full-size photograph of yourself. 
a photocopies of all certificates. 

• two non-retated referees who could testify your skills (with their contact 
telephone numbers). 

Forward your application within 14 days of the advertisement to: 
Director H.R.D., AWAL PLASTICS W.LL„ P.O. BOX 693, MANAMA, BAHRAIN. 




Employment Opportunity 



An international company seeks a suitable candidate for the following vacancy for its 
operations in Jordan 

Human Resources & Development Manager 

Responsibilities: 

The successful candidate will have the responsibility to support management in the 
design development, implementation of the organisation structure, policies and pro- 
cedures, develop staffing plans and coordinate recruitment, develop and implement 
annua) training plans, develop and implement salary administration programme and 
coordinate with related government agencies. 

Qualifications: 

The successful candidate will hold a Bachelor's degree from a reputable university, 
have 5 to 7 years of progressive experience in Human Resources, be able to interact 
with employees at all levels of the organisation and fluent in spoken and written 
Arabic and English. 

Successful candidate will receive a competitive remuneration package. 

Qualified candidates should send their CV with a recent photograph to: 


H.R. 

P.O- Box 9847 
Amman 11197 — Jordan 
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Arafat accuses Israel of 
stalling peace process 


GAZA CITY (AP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat said Sunday that 
Israel had “frozen com- 
pletely” the peace process 
and was refusing to imple- 
ment the latest land-for- 
security accord. 

The accusation came 
despite assurances from 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu that 
Israel would continue carry- 
ing out the agreement 
regardless of Israeli national 
elections expected in spring 
or early summer. 

Arafat was quoted by 
Egypt's Middle East News 
Agency as saying in Cairo 
earlier Sunday that Israel 
was using the elections as 
an excuse not to withdraw 
troops from the West Bank. 

But when asked upon his 


arrival in Gaza, the leader 
would only say that Israel 
“must respect [the accord] 
as they respect all their 
commitments with all other 
countries.” 

Asked if he believed 
Israel had frozen the imple- 
mentation of the Wye 
accord, Arafat told reporters 
in Gaza: “No doubL The 
Israeli side has completely 
frozen everything.” 

On Dec. 2, Israel post- 
poned the withdrawal of 
troops from parts of the 
West Bank as outlined in the 
Wye River agreement until 
the Palestinians fulfil sever- 
al conditions. 

Israel withdrew in 
November from two per 
cent of the West Bank under 
the Wye accord and was 
slated to pull out of 1 1 per 


Panel finds Israel, 
Lebanon guilty of 
ceasefire violations 


NAQOURA (AFP) — The 
miprnatinn a) committee moni- 
toring die ceasefire between 
Israel and Lebanon said 
Sunday both parties were 
guilty of violating the truce 
teems after holding an emer- 
gency holiday meeting. 

The committee found fear on 
Dec. 22 an Israeli missile 
killed a mother and six chil- 
dren when it went off course 
and slammed into a house in 
the Bekaa valley. 

It also said a Lebanese 
armed group had fired approx- 
imately 40 rockets into north- 
ern Israel die next day, injuring 
16 civilians and damaging 
buildings and vehicles. 

-The. group 1 condemned, the 
incidents, which- it said violat- 
ed the April 1996 agreement 
between Israel and Lebanon 
not to target civilians. 

Committee members inter- 
rupted their Christinas holi- 


days to hold an emergency 
meeting in view of the gravity 
of the two attacks. 

The committee groups rep- 
resentatives from France, 
Israel, Lebanon, Syria and the 
United States. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu vowed 
to “respond” to the rocket 
attacks, claimed by die 
Hizboflah militia, prompting 
UN. chief Kofi Annan to urge 
both sides to 4< put an end to the 
violence” and respect “the 
non-combatant status of civil- 
ians.” 

The Syrian- and Iranian- 
backed HizboUah spearheads 
efforts to end Israel’s 20-year 
occupation of 'soutbau 
Lebanon, where it occupies-a 
buffer zone to prevent cross- 
border attacks. 

Twenty-two civilians have 
been idled in Lebanon this 
year, according to an AFP tally. 


Regent: Sanctions 
humanly unacceptable, 
politically futile 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Our stand of solidarity with 
the Iraqi people does not arise 
out of pity, but is n^ant to con- 
vey a message to our Iraqi 
brethren that we are with them 
with both our heart and soil, 
defending their dignity as well 
as their right to free and 
respectable life,' 1 he added. 

He also restated Jordan’s 
rejection of the policy of eco- 
nomic sanctions against any 
state. “Let us agree from the 
outset that our solidarity with 
the Iraqi people and that our 
defending their basic rights is 
paramount to defending the 
people of any Arab country 
who might be subjective to 
aggression and suffering,” he 
sad. 

On the use of force to resolve 
conflict, the Prince said: “We 
contend that it should be the 
last resort in accordance with 
the spirir and principle of UJM. 


Charter, and only alter all pos- 
sible peaceful means have 
been exhausted.” 

He also reiterated Jordan's 
call for the elimination of all 
weapons of mass destruction. 

“The inspection of weapons 
of mass destruction... should 
be compatible wife certain 
criteria feat specify fee extent 
of adherence to such conven- 
tions and resolutions,” be 
said 

He pointed out that the 
Middle East region is fee only 
one feat remains without a 
code of ethics governing mul- 
tilateral and bilateral relations 
amongst its countries. 

Prince Hassan reiterated his 
call to decrease the region’s 
military spending. *^ince 
1991 fee region has spent over 
$300 billion on armament at a 
time when it was in a dire need 
to allocate this money in con- 
struction and human develop- 
ment," Prince Hassan said 


Iraq threatening to 
expel U.N. aid workers 


(Continued from page 1) 

Iraqi officials said that anti- 
aircraft gunners were prepared 
to open fire on U.S. and 
British warplanes patrolling 
no-fly zones over northern and 
southern Iraq. 

“Violating Iraqi airspace is 
an aggression,” Vice President 
Taba Yassin Ramadan told 
AFTN Sunday. 

“The so-called farce of no- 
fly zones must end,” be said 

“The so-called no-fly zones 
only exist in die British and 
American imagination." 

Iraq has never recognised 
fee zones and has occasionally 
confronted aircraft flying in 
fee areas. 

The United States and 
Britain have said that they will 


continue to enforce fee zooes- 

“Our pilots can act in self- 
defence if they feel threatened 
at any time.” National 
Security Council spokesman 
P. J. Crowley said in 
Washington. 

Iraq said that its anti-aircraft 
gunners drove off an attack 
Saturday by “enemy” war- 
planes. 

Officials in Washington and 
London said that plots 
patrolling fee southern no-fly 
zone saw anti-aircraft fire in 
the distance, but were in no 
danger 

The United States, Britain 
and France set up the no-fly 
zones in 1991-92 to bait air 
attacks against Kurdish rebels 
in the north and Shiite Muslim 
rebels in fee south. 


cent more in two phases by 

the end of January. 

The Israeli demands 
include Palestinian agree- 
ment to stop saying they 
will declare a stare on May 
4. 1999, regardless of fee 
state of the negotiations, to 
crack down on anti-Israeli 
incitement and rein-in 
Islamists. 

Netanyahu said Friday 
feat despite fee Israeli elec- 
tion campaign if fee 
Palestinians fulfil the condi- 
tions, Israel will carry out 
its part of the agreement 
signed on Ocl 23 at the 
White House. 

The Palestinian cabinet 
repeated its insistence on 
Friday feat it will declare a 
state in May. 

An Arafat spokesman. 
Nabti Abu Rdeineh, called 


on fee United States Sunday 
to pressure Israel to contin- 
ue fulfilling its part of the 
Wye agreement despite the 
elections. 

“We signed an agreement 
with the Israeli government 
and not with the Likud 
Party,” Abu Rdeineh said in 
reference to Netanyahu’s 
party. 

In a sign of the tensions, 
Israeli soldiers shot rubber- 
coated metal bullets and 
tear gas Sunday at 
Palestinians who threw 
rocks at them and Israeli 
vehicles near fee Kalandia 
refugee camp north of 
Jerusalem. 

The clashes broke out 
after an Israeli police car hit 
and injured a Palestinian in 
the refugee camp, witnesses 
said. 


Smallest octuplet dies 


HOUSTON CAP) — The 
smallest of the Chukwu octu- 
plecs died early Sunday from 
heart and lung failure, a week 
after she was bom weighing 
just 292 grammes. 

Texas Children’s Hospital 
announced that the baby, 
Chijindu Chidera, who was 
nic kname d Odera, was pro- 
nounced dead at 3:23 am 

She and her seven siblings 
had been in intensive care 
since her birth Dec. 20 as part 
of fee world’s first surviving 
set of octupiets. The first baby 
was bom Dec. 8. 

Odera was fee fifth child 
bom to Nkem Chukwu, a 
native of Nigeria, and her hus- 
band, Iyfce Louis Udobi. 

The baby's condition began 
to deteriorate significantly 
Saturday, when doctors 
moved her from a convention- 
al ventilator to an oscillator in 
an effort to improve her blood 
oxygenation. 

But her oxygen levels 
remained poor and ter heart 
began to fail. 

Medication and chest com- 
pressions were unsuccessful, 
the hospital said. 

In a statement released 
Sunday through fee hospital, 
the parents said: “We are very 
saddened by the passing of our 
beloved baby Odera. She is 
now safe wife God in heaven 
and we remain most grateful 
to him for having blessed our 
lives wife here." 

Ms. Chukwu and ber hus- 
band and mother visited all 
eight babies for the first time 
on Saturday night, at about the 


same time Odera "s condition 
began to deteriorate, hospital 
officials said. 

The other seven babies were 
in critical condition. The 
youngest, Gorom, was recov- 
ering from abdominal surgery 
Saturday to repair an intestinal 
perforation. Two — Ebuka 
and Deem — remained on ven- 
tilators, but four others — 
Chidl Echerem, Qrima and 
Jioke — were breafeing on 
their own. 

The mother, who had taken 
fertility drugs, was in stable 
condition Sunday morning, 
according to St Luke's 
Episcopal Hospital. 

Few babies as small as 
Odera — or ber ablings — 
survive more than a few hours 
after birth. She would have 
been the smallest baby bom at 
Texas Children’s to survive. 

Dn Patti Savrick, fee octu- 
piets* pediatrician, on 
Saturday said she was worried 
about Odera and that the girl 
was “literally on mimite-to- 
minute care.” 

On Sunday, the parents 
thanked the doctors and hospi- 
tals for trying “to help Odera 
in her battle for life against 
what turned out to be over- 
whelming obstacles.” 

“We also want to thank peo- 
ple all over tiie world for their 
prayers for our family in this 
special time in which we are 
so blessed by our eight babies, 
but so sad for the loss of little 
Odera," fee parents said 

The largest of the babies 
weighed 76 5 grammes at 
birth. 







DESERTED BY TOURISTS: An Iraqi woman walks past the entrance of the main 
temple at Iraq’s most famous archaeological site Babylon on Sunday. The ancient 
site was crowded with foreign tourists before the Iraq crisis but is now deserted 
with just a few Iraqi tourists (Renters photo) 


Iraq demands all Arabs 
ignore U.N. trade embargo 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
Sunday urged all Arab coun- 
tries to violate UN. sanctions 
slapped on the country and 
said there was no point hold- 
ing an Arab summit if such a 
measure could not be agreed. 

Iraqi Deputy Prime 
MinisterTareq Aziz called on 
political parties across the 
Arab World to pressure their 
governments into ignoring 
fee embargo imposed on 
Baghdad after its August 
1 990 invasion of Kuwait. 

“Whether they are in 
power or not [parties] should 
urge their governments to 
take practical measures to lift 
the embaigo,” Aziz told the 
official INA news agency. 


Aziz hailed political organ- 
isations across the Arab 
World for organising a series 
of pro-Iraq demonstrations in 
fee aftermath of the Dec. 16 
to 19 U.S. and British air 
strikes. 

But he also called on the 
groups to “work from now- 
on to put pressure on govern- 
ments to break the embargo.” 
Iraqi deputies took fee 
same message to a meeting 
of the Arab Parliamentary 
Union (APU) in Amman on 
Sunday, while Iraq's official 
press said an Arab decision to 
ignore the embargo should 
be made at a summit 
“If an Arab summit takes 
places, fee minimum stand it 


should take is a condemna- 
tion of the American and 
British position and action on 
the Arab level to break the 
embargo," said the Babel 
newspaper. 

*Tf the summit is held pure- 
ly for forms sake, it would 
be better not to hold it at all,” 
said fee daily, run by Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein's 
son Uday. 

The paper added feat if 
Kuwait were to attend such a 
summit ‘it would try to tor- 
pedo it and use its influence 
to ensure [the summit] did 
not take any resolutions not 
approved by its American 
masters.” 


APU decides to send parliamentarians to Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

“The aggression on Iraq 
represents a dangerous policy 
which is against mtemational 
law and regional and interna- 
tional security" Falhi Stout, 
the head of fee APU and 
speaker of Egypt’s parlia- 
ment, told the gathering. 

The APU emergency meet- 
ing was hastily convened at 
the request of Jordan's Lower 
House of Parliament to rally 


popular support for Iraq in the 
wake of widespread popular 
Arab frustration across fee 
region against this month's 
strikes on Baghdad. 

Srour said Arabs were 
angry at the "selective imple- 
mentation of U.N. resolutions 
on Iraq to serve fee interests 
of Washington and its allies.” 

He added that it was no 
longer acceptable feat Israel 
be allowed to get away with 
possessing an arsenal of 


weapons of mass destruction 
while Iraq is being punished 
“The international communi- 
ty should deal wife the states 
of the Middle East equally, 
this double standard is unac- 
ceptable." 

In addition to Jordan, dele- 
gations from Bahrain, the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). Egypt, Syria, Tunisia, 
Algeria, Djibouti, Iraq. 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, 
Mauritania, Yemen , Sudan 


and Palestine attended the 
meeting. 

Iraq earlier submitted a 
draft resolution urging Arab 
nations to ignore UN. sanc- 
tions on Iraq and demanding 
feat all foreign troops be 
pulled out of the Gulf. 

The resolution was put 
before the APU meeting by a 
delegation headed by 
Hammadi. as about 200 
members of Jordanian politi- 
cal parties and unions held a 


sit-in to demand an end to fee 
sanctions. 

The demonstrators shouted 
anti- American slogans and 
waved banners saying any 
a gg ression on Iraq amounts 
to an attack on the entire Arab 
World. 

At a press conference fol- 
lowing the meeting 
Hammadi praised Jordan’s 
initiative to call tor the meet- 
ing, which he described as a 
historic move. 


Netanyahu critic drops out, Likud lawmaker announces bid 


(Continued from page 1) 

The hand liners were also 
deeply disappointed by 
Netanyahu's signing of the 
Wye accord, which set the 
stage for three further with- 
drawals from the West Bank. 

The hardliners feel that 
Netanyahu agreed to territori- 
al concessions without secure 
enough guarantees that fee 
Palestinians would crack 
down hard enough against 
terrorism. 

Landau, a Likud veteran 


with a Ph£> in systems analy- 
sis from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, said 
that although be knew his 
chances of overtaking 
Netanyahu in the party’s pri- 
maries were slim, he felt duty- 
bound to put the party back on 
the ideological course he says 
it has strayed from under the 
current premier’s two-and-a- 
haif year rule. 

By Landau’s side Sunday 
was former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, who has 
severely criticised Netanyahu 


in recent interviews for 
destroying the Likud Party. 
Shamir, who left office in 
1992 after losing to the late 
Yitzhak Rabin of Labour, 
threw his weight behind 
Landau, saying he was the 
most suitable candidate to 
lead fee party and the country. 

“Benyamin Netanyahu 
should be replaced.” Shamir 
was quoted as saying in an 
interview with fee daily 
Yediot AhronoL "This isn’t 
fee Likud I knew as prime 
minister.” 


Landau, son of one of fee 
founding fathers of fee right- 
wing movement feat gave 
birth to the Likud, said" *no 
one says this party belongs to 
just one man.” He alluded to 
criticism that Netanyahu was 
too high-handed and had ' 
strayed from traditional party 
ideology. 

Likud, one of two main par- 
ties in Israeli politics, has 
been splintering. 

Both Landau and Shamir 
made an appeal to Likud vet- 
erans - Eton Meridor and 


Benny Begin who have bro- 
ken away from the party to 
form their own factions 
against Netanyahu - to fight 
from within the fold. 

Leaving a lengthy meeting 
with Meridor, who 
announced last week his 
candidacy as head of a new 
centrist party. 

Communications Minister 
Limor Livnat refused to 
state publicly whether or not 
she has decided to leave 
Neuuiyahu’s coalition for 
Meridor's camp. 


§. Arabia reportedly lobbies for postponement of meeting 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mubarak, meanwhile, 
launched a strong attack on 
Baghdad just as Sahbaf pre- 
pared to travel to Cairo for the 
Arab League meeting. 

Egypt’s opposition to U.S. 
and British air strikes should 
not be mistaken for support 
for fee Iraqi government, 
Mubarak insisted in an inter- 
view to be published in 


Monday’s edition of fee gov- 
ernment daily A1 Gumhuriya. 

“We opposed fee air attack 
Britain and fee United States 
launched against Iraq from 
the start because in the final 
reckoning it's fee people of 
Iraq who pay the price,” fee 
Egyptian president said. 

“We sympathise with fee 
Iraqi people because we know 
feat our brothers and our sons 
in this fraternal country can 


do nothing about it and the 
regime in power is at the root 
of all the problems,” be said 

“Egypt does not support 
this regime," Mubarak 
stressed. 

In another development. 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, on a visit to Egypt, 
said Sunday that any Arab 
summit should focus on fee 
situation in Iraq rather than 
the Middle East peace 


process because the suffer- 
ings of the Iraqi people were 
“unbearable." 

Arafat, speaking here dur- 
ing a press conference with 
Abdul Meguid, said Israel’s 
freeze on" the Wye River 
agreement was an “impor- 
tant" subject for the League 
to consider. 

“But given fee circum- 
stances, fee Arab nations are 
mostly concerned with our 


Iraqi brothers and we are as 
well," Arafat said. 

“The suffering of the Iraqi 
people is unbearable and it 
must be put to an end,*' he 
said. 

Abdul Meguid said Arafat 
would not take part m 
Wednesday's meeting 0 f 
League foreign ministers to 
consider Yemen’s request 
for an emergency Arab sum- 
mit on fee situation in Iraq 
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